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The Ramayana is one of the great epics of the world. The story of Rama and Sita is a 
timeless tale of heroism, courage, love and loyalty; of human emotions and faults that 
lead to tragic consequences; and of the triumph of good over evil. An inseparable part 
of our heritage, the Ramayana provides vital clues about India’s ancient history and 
culture. 


Composed by Rishi Valmiki in Sanskrit verse more than 5000 years ago, it has touched 
everyone who heard it. There are versions of the story in almost every Indian language, 
there are dance, drama and puppet theatre versions, and paintings and sculptures 
depicting scenes from the Ramayana in every state. Ramayana songs, composed by 
great devotees, occupy a special place in classical and folk music. The story was carried 
all over Asia and unique versions are found in countries like Tibet, China, Japan, 
Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia, Indonesia (Bali) and the Philippines. 


This Amar Chitra Katha retelling is based on Valmiki’s original epic, which is composed 
of seven kands, or books, comprising 645 chapters. _ 
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RATHA’S 
DILEMMA 


DASHA 


gee) 
Sart he WY 


DASHRATHA’'S DILEMMA 


DASHARATHA, THE KING OF AYOPHYA, WAS THE HAPPIEST OF MEN. HE HAV FOUR VALIANT SONS - RAMA, 
LAKSHMANA, BHARATA ANY SHATRUGHNA. THEY WERE MARRIEV TO FOUR BEAUTIFUL PRINCESSES WHO 


MATCHED THEM IN VIRTUE. 


400N AFTER THE WEPPING, BHARATA WENT TO 
VISIT HIS MATERNAL GRANPFATHER, THE KING OF 


KEKEYA. AS ALWAYS, SHATRUGHNA WENT WITH HIM. F& 


F — 


BHARATA’S GRANVFATHER ANP HIS UNCLE 
YUPPHATIT WERE VERY HAPPY TO SEE Ff 
THEM ANP GAVE THEM MANY GIFTS. 


WELCOME, MY \ ; HOW KIN? 
CHILDREN! | THEY ARE TO US! 


BUT I MISS FATHER. 
I WONVER HOW 


AMAR.CHITRA KATHA 


<< 
MEANWHILE IN AYOPHYA, KING VASHARATHA RAMA WAS THE INCARNATION OF LORP VISHNU. HE 
WAS ALSO THINKING ABOUT HIS SONS. WAS GRAVE, INTELLIGENT AND KIND-HEARTEL. HE 


TREATEVP EVERYONE WITH RESPECT ANP AFFECTION. 


— 
ar 


WHE 


I HOPE BHARATA 
AND SHATRUGHNA 
ARE WELL. ALL MY SONS 
ARE EQUALLY DEAR TO ME 
BUT RAMA IS THE ONE / 
WHO EXCELS IN | 
EVERYTHING. 


y| Lee 


HE WAS NEVER JEALOUS, RESENTFUL OR LAZY. HE HAV STUPIEP THE VEVAS ANP LIVEP BY THE KSHATRIYA 


"4 7 = = = = 
1] a = 
: ee : 
i. 


DHARMA* AS BEFITTED A KING. 


DASHRATHA’'S DILEMMA 


RAMA IS 
DEAR TO THE 
PEOPLE. HE IS 
BETTER THAN ME 

2 IN EVERY 


WHY NOT CROWN 


HIM KING DURING ~ 
MY LIFETIME? SEEING 
RAMA RULING THE EARTH, 
I WILL HAPPILY ASCEND 
TO HEAVEN WHEN f 
THE TIME COMES. 


OLD AGE IS TELLING ON =f WONDERFUL 
MY BODY. I SEE MANY ILL B IDEA, YOUR 
OMENS. I WANT TO INSTALL : MAJESTY! 

RAMA AS YUVARAJA* , 
IMMEDIATELY. 


AND KING JANAKA! NEVER 
MIND, THEY WILL BE 
HAPPY WHEN THEY 
HEAR THE NEWS! 


*YOLUNG KING, OR HEIR TO THE THRONE 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE IKSHVAKU — iia I TOO HAVE Se } 


KINGS HAVE ALWAYS ==" DONE MY BEST FOR 
TREATED THEIR THE PEOPLE. NOW 
SUBJECTS AS THEIR ae I AM WEARY AND 
OWN CHILDREN. i; WOULD LIKE TO 
a RETIRE. 


“MY ELDEST SON 
RAMA HAS ALL THE 
QUALITIES OF A GOOD 
KING. I PLAN TO INSTALL 
HIM AS YUVARAIA. 
WHAT IS YOUR 
OPINION? 


: 7 YES! WE LONG 
TO SEE THE HEROIC 
RAMA RIDING ON AN 
“\ ELEPHANT, SHAVED 


BY THE ROYAL 
UMBRELLA! 


IF I HAVE 
BEEN A GOOP KING, 
WHY ARE YOU 50 
EAGER TO INSTALL 
MY SON AS THE 
YUVARAIA? 


ie DASHRATHA’'S DILEMMA 


O PROTECTOR 
OF THE PEOPLE, 
RAMA IS BELOVED 
OF THE WHOLE 


THEY DESCRIBED RAMA'S WONDERFUL QUALITIES. i= 
ul J 
thy WZ Shir 
ay eS 
| £: a — r..5O PLEASE 2O NOT 
—_— DELAY. INSTALL THE 


GOV-LIKE RAMA AS 
YUVARATA. 


THE DELIGHTED KING THEN | r- —~ 
SPOKE TO THE FAMILY [~ 
F IT 15 THE SACRED 
PRIEST, VASISHTHA. F aan Oe GuAtTEA. 
i O HOLY ONE, PLEASE 
PREPARE FOR THE 
CEREMONY. 


BY TOMORROW MORNING, 
ARRANGE FOR WHITE FLOWERS, 
PARCHED RICE, HONEY, CURDS AND 
GHEE, YAK HAIR WHISKS, A HUNDRED 
GOLD PITCHERS AND A BULL WITH 

? GOLD-PLATED HORNS. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


KEEP 
EVERYTHING 
READY AT THE 

ROYAL FIRE ALTAR. 
Z LET THE ARMY 
STAND BY. ARRANGE 
FOR WEAPONS, A fk 
CHARIOT AND AN 
ELEPHANT. 


LET THE 
DEITIES IN 


ir eS TEMPLES AND AT 
PROVIDE SEATING, ¢ a § CROSSROADS BE 


GIFTS AND DELICIOUS = of WORSHIPPED. 
FOOD FOR 1,00,000 Pol Ean | 7h A SWASTI VACHANA* 
BRAHMINS. Fi ! i Mi WILL BEGIN AT 


= 


ci 


Bets — = - - 
OF A CEREMONY “DASHARATHA’S MINISTER AND CHARIOTEER 
10 


inl f :, oe 
AT THE BEGINNING 


*BLESSING 


DASHRATHA'S DILEMMA 


ALWAYS BE 
MOVEST, MY DEAR 
50N. CONTROL YOUR 
SENSES, KEEP YOUR 
MINISTERS AND THE 
PEOPLE HAPPY. KEEP 


THE STOREHOUSES | 


FULL OF GRAIN... 
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ALL HAIL RAMA! 
rs A a 


O RAMA! AS YOUR <| 
GOODNESS HAS 
PEOPLE, YOU WILL BE 


INSTALLED AS YUVARATA 
TOMORROW. 


y AND THE 
ARMOURIES 
STOCKED WITH 
WEAPONS. 
PROTECT 
THE EARTH AND 


fF EARN THE LOVE 


OF YOUR 
SUBIECTS. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
..KAMA’S FRIENVS CARRIEDV = NEWS TO QUEEN 
ai | 
uy / — 


eee ul ~ 
NEWS! OUR RAM 


INSTALLED AS 
a> YUVARATA! - 


Tr: 


IS IT REALLY f/ " 
TRUE? I CANNOT \eo 
BELIEVE IT! BUT 
RAMA'S FRIENDS 

CANNOT BE 

\ MISTAKEN... 


ar oO A 
tae iat \ Y 


Midake aie Ma ANP RAMA WERE TALKING ~~ 
; i 


MY SON, I HAVE GE 
ENJOYED MY LIFE AND WW 
PAID MY DUES TO THE GODS, Va 
f RISHIS, OUR ANCESTORS AND J 


THE PEOPLE. ONLY ONE THING / | 
[> REMAINS FOR ME TO ise 


DASHRATHA’'S DILEMMA 


IT IS GOOD TO 
DVO THIS WHILE BHARATA 
IS AWAY, BECAUSE EVEN 
THOUGH YOUR BROTHER 
IS DEVOTED TO YOU, 
THE MINDS OF MEN & 


FRIGHTENING 
DREAMS AT NIGHT, 
AND METEORS AND |, 

THUNDERBOLTS = 


" I SEE - . 7) i, s SS % pe 


= 


I WILL SUFFER A TERRIBLE 
MISFORTUNE ANV MEET MY 


END. YOU MUST BE CROWNED a ut 
; YUVARAJA WITHOUT ie ee is = iM iby. > 
THEN RAMA WENT 10 SEE HIS MOTHER. Sco — 


io 
; Om NAMO 
mt NARAYANAYA! OM NAMO 
NARAYANAYA! 


MOTHER, 
I HAVE BEEN 
ENTRUSTED BY 
| FATHER WITH THE 
Wl DUTY OF RULING | 
OVER THE 
PEOPLE. _ 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


LAKSHMANA, 
YOU ARE MY SECOND 
LIFE, 50 THIS ROYAL 
FORTUNE IS EQUALLY 
YOURS! RULE OVER THIS 
EARTH WITH ME! 


leq RAMA ANP SITA THEN RETURNEP TO THEIR OWN PALACE. 


SOON, VASISHTHA CAME TO ADVISE THEM. = 
F; r 


yd La L 
YOU AND SITA 

MUST FAST TODAY. 
CONTROL YOUR BODY 
AND MIND. SLEEP ON 
lel DARBHA GRASS, WITH 
| _\A STONE SLAB UNDER 

YOUR HEAD. 


DASHRATHA'S DILEMMA 


VASISHTHA THEN WENT TO DISCUSS THE ARRANGEMENTS WITH KING DASHARATHA. ON THE WAY - 


LONG LIVE 
KING DASHARATHA! 
-\ LONG LIVE PRINCE 


i : 
: 7 5 
i 2 


IE mr Se a eer 


HIGH UP ON THE PALACE ROOF - Is 
al rs 


| | SHE TURNEV TO RAMA’S NURSE - 


a 


KAUSALYA GIVING 
AWAY COWS? WHAT _. 
IS DASHARATHA , TOMORROW 
PLANNING? | HE WILL APPOINT 
RAMA AS YUVARAJA! 


WHAT’S 
HAPPENING? 
WHY ARE THE 

PEOPLE 50_/I 
PD Harry? 


a - . ty Pi 


% : i | 
7 2 = —a -. = if 
| MANTHARA WAS QUEEN KAIKEYI’S MAIL, 
| i WHO HAV COME WITH HER FROM KEKEYA. 


1 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MANTHARA HOBBLED FURIOUSLY TO KAIKEYT. |v LM TY AT Lf J 
a I Ih 


wy 
Jf FOOLISH WOMAN! 
A FLOOD OF MISERY 
THREATENS YOU. 


YOU THINK YOU ARE 


LUCKY, BUT YOU ARE 
HATED! 


MANTHARA? 
a a 


% 


Pay vouR —~| 


_ FOOLISHNESS! HOW 
} 2 s/ can YOU REJOICE? YOUR 
STEPSON IS A THREAT 
TO BHARATA, WHO I5 
EQUALLY ENTITLED 
TO THE THRONE. 


YOUR HUSBAND 
IS DECEITFUL. 


HAVING SENT BHARATA 


AWAY, HE WILL INSTALL 
KAUSALYA’S SON ON THE 
THRONE TOMORROW. 


SWEET NEWS! 
TAKE THIS 

JEWEL AS A 
REWAR?D! 


KALISALYA HAS 
DASHARATHA'S TRUST 
AND WILL RULE THE 
GLOBE. SHE WILL TREAT 
YOU AND YOUR SON BUT RAMA I5 
AS SERVANTS! eq THE ELDEST SON. HE 
LOVES HIS BROTHERS 
AND DOES MORE FOR 
ME THAN FOR HIS 
=> _ OWN MOTHER. 


DASHRATHA'S DILEMMA 


RAMA DESERVES 
TO BE YUVARAJA. DON'T YOU Ny RAMA IS 
AFTER HE RULES FOR UNDERSTAND! RAMA, DEVOTED TO 
A HUNDRED YEARS, je THE ELDEST SON, WILL BE aqeenAAAN, Ge 
BHARATA WILL = Bevan at cet oe eau BHARATA HAS SPENT 
BECOME KING. eee ALOT OF HIS 
= CHILDHOOD WITH 
"a SHATRUGHNA 
AT KEKEYA. 


} FEARING 
HIM, RAMA WILL 
SURELY SEND 
BHARATA INTO 
EXILE OR EVEN 
TO THE OTHER 


BHARATA IS 
DOOMED UNLESS YOU 
PROTECT HIM. YOU TOO 
WILL BE OPPRESSED BY 
KAUSALYA, WHOM YOU HAVE 
TREATED ARROGANTLY 
IN THE PAST. 


WHEN RAMA 
BECOMES LORD OF THE 
EARTH, YOU AND BHARATA 
WILL SUFFER! YOU MUST 
SECURE THE THRONE FOR 
BHARATA, AND BANISH 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


KAIKEYI WAS CONVINCEV BY MANTHARA’S WORTS. 


I SHALL GET RIV OF RAMA 
THIS VERY DAY, AND HAVE 
BHARATA APPOINTED 
YUVARATA... BUT HOW? 


LONG AGO, 
YOUR HUSBAND 
WAS HELPING 
THE DEVAS IN 


A WAR AGAINST ' 


YOU WENT WITH HIM 
TO THE DANDAKA FOREST, 
WHERE TIMIDHWAQA, THE 
CUNNING AND POWERFUL 


RAKSHASA, LIVED. q Wh 


IN THAT TERRIBLE 
BATTLE, DASHARATHA WAS 
| SEVERELY WOUNDED AND 
UNCONSCIOUS. YOU RESCUED 
HIM FROM THE BATTLEFIELD 
AN? HEALED HIS 
WOUNDS. 


OUT OF AFFECTION 
O KAIKEYI, FOR YOU, I HAVE 
I OFFER YOU TWO I SHALL CLAIM TREASURED THIS 
BOONS. ASK ME THEM WHEN II STORY. NOW ASK 
ANYTHING YOU WANT, REQUIRE THEM, || YOUR HUSBAND 
AND YOU SHALL ‘\/ FOR THESE TWO 
HAVE IT! =| BOONS. BHARATA ’ 
, | SHOULD BE MADE r 
a] YUVARATJA, AND RAMA | 5 
SHOULD BE EXILED ; 
TO THE FOREST. be) 


| 
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DASHRATHA'S DILEMMA 


ENTER THE ROOM OF 
ANGER, O DAUGHTER OF 


ASHWAPATI. CLAD IN SOILED 


GARMENTS, LIE VOWN ON 
THE BARE FLOOR. 
START WEEPING 
THE MOMENT YOU SEE 
THE KING, AND DON’T 
LOOK AT HIM OR 
SPEAK TO HIM. 


ASK HIM TO BANISH 
RAMA TO THE FOREST FOR 
FOURTEEN YEARS, AND INSTALL 
BHARATA AS YUVARAJA. BY THE 
TIME RAMA RETURNS, BHARATA 
WILL BE WELL ESTABLISHED 
ON THE THRONE AND IN > AN 


D>. PEOPLE'S HEARTS. Doll 


- -— = 
YOUR HUSBAND ~ 
CANNOT BEAR TO 
SEE YOU ANGRY. IF HE 
OFFERS YOU GEMS, 
PEARLS AND GOLD, 
REFUSE THEM. 
ry 


PROMISED YOU ON i 


THE BATTLEFIELD 
: AND BIND HIM TO ti 
=> HIS OATH. Zs 


YOU ARE MY ONLY. 
WELL-WISHER! 


WEAR A GOLD TILAKA ON 
YOUR FOREHEAD. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


KAIKEYI THEN WENT WITH MANTHARA 
TO THE ROOM OF ANGER, THREW AWAY 
HER COSTLY CLOTHES ANP JEWELS ANV 
LAY ON THE FLOOR IN SOILEP CLOTHES. 
- —— = 
EITHER RAMA 
DEPARTS FOR THE 
FOREST, LEAVING THE 
KINGVOM TO BHARATA, 
OR YOU WILL REPORT 
MY DEATH TO THE 
EMPEROR. 


MEANWHILE, DASHARATHA, 
HAVING ISSUEV ORVERS FOR 


THE INSTALLATION, MAVE HIS 
WAY TO KAIKEYI’S APARTMENTS. 
HE WAS EAGER TO BREAK THE 


TO HER. 


oka: at 
CI TLL e 


DASHRATHA’'S DILEMMA 


TO DASHARATHA'S SURPRISE - 
WHERE IS KAIKEYI? |= 


ORD, ANV HAS GONE 
, INTO THE CHAMBER | 
: OF ANGER. 


SHE IS ALWAYS HERE, | THE QUEEN I5 
\ WAITING FOR ME, | VERY ANGRY, MY 


a 


4 
Cs 


le, WHAT IS WRONG, O 
GLORIOUS LADY? I AM 


SURE YOU CANNOT BE 
ANGRY WITH ME. WHO 
HAS TREATED YOU WITH 

DISRESPECT? 


MY SKILLED PHYSICIANS 
WILL CURE YOU. VO YOU 
WISH TO REWARV SOMEONE, 
OR PUNISH SOMEONE? 
RISE, O FAIR ONE! 
SPEAK OUT! 


THE EARTH 
IS MINE 
WHEREVER THE 
SUN SHINES. 


ONLY RAMA IS 
DEARER TO ME THAN 
YOu. I CANNOT LIVE AN 
HOUR WITHOUT HIM. 
I SWEAR TO YOU BY 
RAMA - I SHALL FULFIL 
YOUR WISH. SPEAK, 
O KAIKEYI! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ASK WHATEVER 
YOU WANT. I SWEAR 
I WILL CARRY OUT 

YOUR WISHES, 
EVEN AT THE COST 

OF MY LIFE. 


SOMETHING I 
DESIRE, MY LORD. 
IF YOU PROMISE TO 
GRANT MY WISH, I 
NK GHALL TELL YOU. 


THIRTY-THREE 

GOVS HEADED 

i INDRA HEAR 
YOUR OATH! 


LET THE MOON AND 

SUN, SKY, PLANETS, THIS 
EARTH, THE UNIVERSE, AND - 
ALL CREATED BEINGS HEAR [at 
YOU! HERE DOES EMPEROR 4 
DASHARATHA, EVER TRUE TO 

HIS PROMISE, CONFER A 

BOON ON ME. LISTEN, 
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DASHRATHA’'S DILEMMA 


Vier BHARATA 
BE INSTALLED 
AS YUVARAIA, AND 
LET RAMA LIVE 
AS A HERMIT FOR 
FOURTEEN YEARS 
IN THE DANDAKA 
FOREST. 


a 

"I SEEK THOSE 
BOONS NOW, O 

SCION OF RAGHU! 

IF YOU GO BACK 

ON YOUR WORD, I 

SHALL DIE THIS 

VERY DAY. 


—z! 


EAN. 


Wri, THE KING SLIPPEV LIKE A VEER INTO 
a) THE SNARE THAT WOULD PESTROY HIM. 


CAN THIS BE 
A DREAM, AN ILLNESS 
OF THE MIND, OR ONE 
OF THE FOREBOVINGS 
I EXPERIENCE 
THESE DAYS? 


OH CRUEL WOMAN, WHAT 
HARM HAS RAMA DONE YOU? HE 
HAS ALWAYS TREATED YOU AS HIS 
OWN MOTHER. YOU HAVE OFTEN 
TOLD ME HOW MUCH YOU LOVE 
HIM. HOW CAN I FORSAKE 
RAMA, WHOM THE WHOLE 
WORLD LOVES? 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


I CAN GIVE UP HOW CAN YOU 
MY FORTUNE OR MY FACE THE WORLD, O 
LIFE, BUT I CANNOT || VALIANT KING, IF YOU 
LIVE WITHOUT MY BREAK YOUR PROMISE 
BELOVED RAMA. LET BHARATA TO KAIKEYI, WHO 
i/ BE INSTALLED AS SAVED YOUR LIFE? 
| YUVARAIA, BUT GIVE UP] | REMEMBER YOUR 


THIS SINFUL IDEA OF ANCESTOR®... 
BANISHING RAMA. 


= sc 


VY ..WHO ALWAYS KEPT 
THEIR WORD. KING 
SHIBI GAVE AWAY HIS 
OWN FLESH TO SAVE A 
DOVE FROM A HAWK; 
WHILE KING ALARKA 
. GAVE HIS EYES TOA 
BLIND MAN. 
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DASHRATHA'S DILEMMA 


REMEMBER THEIR “Yih 
Wy CONDUCT, AND HONOUR I 
YOUR PLEDGE. I WILL |Fi¥ 
BE SATISFIED ONLY BY 
THE BANISHMENT 
OF RAMA. 


WHAT EVIL 
SPIRIT IS 


IS THI5 STRANGE 


BEHAVIOUR 
PROMPTED BY 


GIVE UP YOUR 


,/FEARS AND BE GRACIOUS 
TO YOUR HUSBAND, THE 
ENTIRE WORLD, ANP TO 


VIRTUOUS BHARATA TOO; 
FOR HE WILL NEVER 
ACCEPT RAMA’S 
BANISHMENT. \s 4 


HOW CAN I FACE RAMA AND 
TELL HIM THIS NEWS! THE KINGS 
AND WELL-WISHERS ASSEMBLED HERE 
WILL SAY, ‘ALAS! HOW DID THIS 
FOOLISH SCION OF IKSHVAKU 
RULE FOR 50 LONG?’ 
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I WILL BE 
REVILED AS 
THE KING WHO 
BANISHED HIS 
BLAMELESS SON 


TO PLEASE HIS ff 
fa 


WHAT WILL BE 
THE AGONY OF SITA 
WHEN SHE HEARS OF 

RAMA’S EXILE AND MY 
DEATH? FOR I WILL 
NEVER SURVIVE 
THIS SORROW. IF 
ONLY RAMA WOULD 
DISOBEY ME... 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


BUT HE 
WILL NEVER VO 
50, NO MATTER 

HOW MUCH 


TO ENDURE. 
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WHAT WILL 

KAUSALYA SAY eee 
WHEN RAMA LEAVES Vex 
FOR THE FOREST? © 
POOR KAUSALYA, WHO F 
HAS ALWAYS TRIED TO | 

PLEASE ME! FEARING 

YOUR ANGER, I HAVE 
NEVER TREATED HER |e 
WITH THE KINDNESS Ff 
SHE DESERVES. 
IAM ASHAMED =e 

OF MYSELF 
NOW. 


POISONOUS SERPENT THAT I HAVE HARBOURED 
UNKNOWINGLY, YOU WILL DESTROY MY RACE! 
THE ENTIRE WORLD WILL HATE YOU FOR THIS. 
BE A HAPPY WIDOW WHEN I AM DEAD! RULE 
OVER MY KINGVOM WITH YOUR SON, 
BRINGING JOY TO MY ENEMIES! 


DASHRATHA’'S DILEMMA 


THROUGHOUT THAT NIGHT, DASHARATHA ALTERNATELY COAXEP ANU REBUKEP KAIKEYI. BUT - B 
Ce a = = 


WHY DO YOU 
LIE ON THE FLOOR IN 
AGONY AS IF YOU ARE 
COMMITTING A SIN? 
YOU HAVE ONLY TO VO 
YOUR DUTY. 


REMEMBER, 
TRUTH IS BRAHMA. 
A KING MUST BE 
STEADFAST TO 
HIS WORD. 


7 OH TREACHEROUS 
WIFE - I DISOWN 
YOUR HAND, WHICH 
I CLASPEVD BEFORE 

THE SACRED FIRE. IF 

| BHARATA ACCEPTS THIS 

\ KINGDOM, LET HIM NOT 

\ OFFER WATER TO MY 
SPIRIT WHEN 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


IN THE MORNING, THE ROYAL MUSICIANS CAME TO WAKE THE KING WITH FESTIVE — 


I VO NOT 
WISH FOR MUSIC. 
FETTERED BY BONDS OF 
DHARMA, I HAVE LOST 
MY JUDGEMENT. SEND 
FOR MY BELOVED 


TRA. AYOVHYA WAS FILLEP WITH 
ai ir] a 


DASHRATHA'S DILEMMA 


AT THE SACREV HOUR WHEN THE MOON WAS UNITEP WITH THE STAR 
PUSHYA, GAGE VASISHTHA ARRIVEV FOR RAMA’S INSTALLATION. 


= 


ANNOUNCE ME TO THE ~< 
KING, O SUMANTRA. HERE ARE 
KINGS, PRIESTS, SACRED BEASTS 
1 AND BIRDS, IMPORTANT CITIZENS, 
=: PEOPLE FROM THE COUNTRYSIDE, 
AND OTHER WELLI-WISHERS, EAGER [=== 
TO WITNESS RAMA’S INSTALLATION. / 
= ASK THE EMPEROR TO SEIZE 
THE AUSPICIOUS TIME! 


Indians have always loved large numbers, and India was the 
first civilization to name large figures like lakhs, crores and 


infinity. So we may wonder if the fabled wealth of Indian kings fq 


was just an exaggeration. But the wealth of India was in fact 
famous across the ancient world, and attracted traders, 
travellers and invaders from far and near. There are accounts 
by Greek and Roman writers Megasthenes (BCE 350-290), 
Pliny (CE 23-79) and Ptolemy (CE 140-60), of the fabulous 
wealth of India, including precious stones and metals, 
especially adamas (diamond) and smaragdus (emerald). 


Megasthenes lived more than 2400 years ago, in the area now part of Turkey, Syria, Iran and 
Afghanistan, and visited the court of Chandragupta Maurya. He wrote a book on India called 
Indica. In this book, he describes the Indians’ love of finery, their robes and shoes embroidered 
with gold and precious stones, buildings several storeys high with fine carvings and painted 
frescoes, luxurious bathrooms and beautifully carved comfortable furniture. 


He describes the rich mines 
and fertile fields of India. Even 
the ordinary people, he said, 
lived in comfort. They were 
skilled workers and had plenty 
of good food, fresh air and the 
purest water. 


Another story of immeasurable 
wealth is depicted on the railings of 
the Bharhut stupa (2nd century BCE) 
of Madhya Pradesh. These murals 
have now been moved to the Indian 
Museum in Kolkata. 


One of them depicts the story of Anathapindika, a rich merchant of Kosala. He wanted to 
present the Buddha with a beautiful park called Jetavana. The owner of the land agreed to 
sell it only if he was given enough gold to cover the entire ground. The mural shows cartloads 
of gold brought by Anathapindika to cover the ground. 


44 PANEL FROM THE AMAR CHITRA KATHA TITLE 
‘MEGASTHENES’ 31 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE KING WAS 


SUMANTRA WENT TO THE KING. f{ AWAKE ALL NIGHT, 
an, 


EXCITED ABOUT 


O GREAT MONARCH, Si 
THE PREPARATIONS FOR / HE I5 OVERCOME 
INSTALLING SRI RAMA ARE YOUR # BY SLEER GO AND 
COMPLETE. VASISHTHA HAS WORDS ARE \ BRING PRINCE 
HURTFUL = 
RISE AND BEGIN THE INDEED! 
~ CEREMONIES! 


WY THATIS Woe 
SHATRUNIAYA, 
THE ELEPHANT 


7 Wa 


i 
7 F 


DASHRATHA'S DILEMMA 


a ~~ 
I SHALL GO AT 7 MAY THE KING 


ONCE WITH MY DEAR CONSECRATE YOU AS 
FRIEND SUMANTRA. | BRAHMA CONSECRATED 
YOU STAY HERE I INDRA! MAY INDRA 

HAPPILY WITH YOUR /¥ GUARD YOU ON THE 
FRIENDS, SITA. EAST, YAMA ON THE 
. SOUTH, VARUNA ON THE 
WEST, AND KUBERA 
ON THE NORTH! 


IN RAMA’S CHAMBER - 


ait f= 


= 


wa Sy — | 
YOUR FATHER y al 
MAND QUEEN KAIKEYI | 
YP xr must 
WISH TO SEE YOU 7 ae aout THE 


a CEREMONY. MOTHER | 
KALKEYI MUST 
BE 50 HAPPY! 


WHEN SRI 
RAMA BECOMES 


KAUSALYA OUR PROTECTOR, 
\ AND SITA! WE SHALL BE 
; HAPPIER THAN 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


400N, RAMA ENTEREV HIS FATHER’S CHAMBER. 


WHY DOESN'T THE 
KING SPEAK? IS HE 
ANGRY OR ILL OR 
SAV? IS ANYTHING 
WRONG WITH BHARATA, 
SHATRUGHNA, OR MY 
MOTHERS? 


“ NOTHING IS 
\[ WRONG. WORDS 
DO NOT COME OUT 

\ OF HIS MOUTH 
BECAUSE... 


--HE HAS TO 
TELL YOU SOMETHING 
UNPLEASANT. HAVING 
PROMISED ME A BOON, 
HE REGRETS IT LIKE 
A COMMON MAN. 
DO NOT LET THE 
KING FORSAKE THE 
TRUTH, O RAMA! IF 
YOU AGREE TO CARRY 
OUT HIS PLEDGE, 
I SHALL TELL YOU 
EVERYTHING. 


IF YOU WANT TO PROVE YOUR FATHER AND YOURSELF 
SPEAK THEN, TRUE TO YOUR WORD, RETIRE TO THE FOREST FOR 
DEVI! AT THE ; NINE YEARS AND FIVE AND LET BHARATA 


BIDDING OF THE > RULE OVER THIS EARTH. 
EMPEROR - MY ay - , 


FATHER, FRIEND 
AND GUIDE - I WILL 
LEAP INTO FIRE, 
SWALLOW POISON 
OR PLUNGE INTO 
THE OCEAN. I 
GIVE YOU MY 
PROMI4E. 


a 
ee 


I WILL LEAVE 
AYODHYA THIS 
VERY DAY! 


DASHRATHA’'S DILEMMA 


I HAVE ONLY ONE 
SORROW. WHY VOESN’T 
THE KING ASK ME HIMSELF? 
WHY DOES HE WEEP? PLEASE 
REASSURE HIM. I WOULD VO 
ANYTHING FOR HIM! 


HE IS ASHAMED. UNTIL 
YOU DEPART, HE WILL NEITHER 
BATHE NOR EAT. THEREFORE, VO 
NOT DELAY! MESSENGERS SHALL 
DEPART ON SWIFT HORSES TO 


BRING BHARATA HOME. 


I AM DEVOTED ONLY TO 
DHARMA, AND SERVICE TO 
ONE’S FATHER IS THE HIGHEST 
DHARMA. BUT SURELY YOU HAVE 
NOT UNVERSTOOV ME, FOR I 
WOULD DVO ANYTHING FOR You, 
TOO. YOU NEEV NOT HAVE 
SPOKEN TO MY FATHER. 


TO PROTECT THE KINGVOM 
AND SERVE HIS FATHER. I SHALL 
LEAVE FOR THE FOREST AS SOON 
AS I HAVE TAKEN LEAVE OF 
Z MY MOTHER AND SITA. 


IZ “PLEASE ASK BHARATA NN 


FAREWELL TO AYODHYA 


MANY YEARS AGO, VASHARATHA HAV PROMISED 
HIS YOUNGEST WIFE, KAIKEYI, TWO GOONS. NOW, 
TO HIS SHOCK, SHE VEMANVEV THAT HE BANISH 
RAMA TO THE FOREST FOR FOURTEEN YEARS, ANP 
INSTALL HER OWN SON BHARATA AS YUVARATA. 


IOAN |B 


WOR? OF RAMA’S RESOLVE TO FULFIL HIS FATHER’S > 
PROMISE SPREAV THROUGH AYOPHYA. By ~ < 


IF YOU VO NOT 
KEEP YOUR 


[7 our PROTECTOR, 
ie \ IS GOING INTO 
EXILE! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


RAMA WENT TO TAKE LEAVE OF HIS EINE: ee 


ANP HIS WIFE, SITA. 


MY SON, MAY YOU 
LIVE LONG, GATHERING 
VIRTUE AND FAME LIKE 

THE RAJARISHIS OF OLD, 
AS BEFITS YOUR RACE. 


GO AND SEE 
YOUR FATHER WHO, | 
TRUE TO HIS PROMI4E, 
IS GOING TO INSTALL 
YOU AS YUVARAIA 
THIS VERY DAY. 


OVERCOME WITH SORROW, 
KAUSALYA FELL TO hd GROUNE. 


AM GOING TO 
TELL YOU WILL 
CAUSE YOU 


IS CONFERRING 
THE OFFICE OF 
YUVARAIJA ON 
BHARATA AND 
EXILING ME TO 
THE DANDAKA 
FOREST FOR 
FOURTEEN 
YEARS. 
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sae 


ERI TESRE 
| ee Pe 


Te ft 
BERLE 


FAREWELL TO AYODHYA 


OH MY GON, I HAVE 
NEVER BEEN HAPPY! MY 
HUSBAND AND CO-WIVES VO 
NOT RESPECT ME. HOW CAN I 
LIVE WITHOUT SEEING YOUR 
FACE? I SHALL FOLLOW 

~ YOU TO THE FOREST. 


NE 
Tattle 


NADWES eerer aay tones 


O DEVI, THIS 
IS NOT RIGHT! WHAT 
DECENT MAN WOULD 
FORSAKE A GODLIKE 
SON WHO IS HONEST, 
DISCIPLINED AND 
KIND TO ALL? 


THE MEEK OF 


L/tur5 WORLD ARE always \a 
DOWNTROVDTVEN. YOU MUST 
TAKE OVER THE KINGDOM 


AT ONCE. 
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SHALL KILL ANYONE WHO 
SUPPORTS BHARATA, INCLUDING 
& ROYAL FATHER IF NECESSARY. BY 
Ba [ war AUTHORITY CAN HE CONFER ON 
BHARATA THIS KINGVOM, WHICH IS 
RIGHTFULLY YOURS? EVEN A GURU, 
WHEN HE COMMITS A WRONG, 
MUST BE PUNISHED. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


I SWEAR BY MY BOW 
AND BY ALL MY SPIRITUAL 
k= im | MERIT - I AM COMPLETELY 
—— | VEVOTED TO MY BROTHER. 
IF RAMA ENTERS A BLAZING 
FIRE OR RETIRES TO THE 

FOREST, I SHALL BE 

WITH HIM. 


i ‘ : FORGIVE ME, © 
YOUR BROTHER. 7O MOTHER. I CANNOT 


NOT OBEY THE UNJUST] EF = DISOBEY MY FATHER. 


COMMAND OF a SAGARA’S SONS, 
KAIKEYT. PARASHURAMA AND 
Wea] OTHER NOBLE MEN 
SERVICE TO FOLLOWED THEIR 


FATHERS’ COMMANDS 
HIGHEST VIRTUE, AS EVEN WHEN THEY 


RISHI KASHYAPA’S W WERE WRONG. 
SON SHOWED. == 


I CANNOT FALSIFY 
MY FATHER’S WORD. 
MOTHER, I AM RESOLVED 
ON THIS. GRANT ME LEAVE 
TO DEPART, AND PRAY 
FOR MY WELFARE. 
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FAREWELL TO AYODHYA 


HOW CAN A GLORIOUS 
KSHATRIYA LIKE YOU TALK 
WEAKLY ABOUT FATE, INSTEAD 
OF SETTING THINGS RIGHT BY 
YOUR ACTIONS! KAIKEYI AND 
OUR FATHER VO NOT DESERVE 
YOUR DEVOTION. I CANNOT 
ACCEPT THEIR UNIUST 
DECISION. 


STEADY YOUR MIND, 
AS I HAVE, LAKSHMANA. 
WHEN UNPREDICTABLE EVENTS 
OCCUR, ACCEPT IT AS FATE. 
DVO NOT BLAME OUR FATHER 
OR KAIKEYI, WHO HAS 

ALWAYS BEEN KIND 
UNTIL NOW. 


I WILL DEFEAT FATE! 
NOT EVEN THE GUARDIANS 
OF THE WORLDS CAN STOP 
YOUR CONSECRATION TODAY! 
I SHALL WIPE OLIT YOUR 1 
ENEMIES, WITH MY ; u 2 aa : haere ei 
= n = i 
ee ee = GROW OLD, YOUR Preis DEEPLENE TO ae 
SONS SHALL RULE COMMAND OF MY PARENTS. I 
OVER AYODHYA, SHALL RETURN TO AYODHYA 
AFTER FULFILLING 
MY VOW. 


SANAATANA DHARMA - THE ETERNAL LAW 


In ancient India, people lived by a set of spiritual principles. These principles were universal. 
They helped people live in harmony with nature and with each other. They were called 
Sanaatana Dharma, or the eternal law. 


The most important principle of the Sanaatana Dharma is that there is only one Ultimate 
Reality, and that is Brahman. Everything in the universe - living and non-living — is part of 
Brahman. People worship this Divine Being in many different forms. Since we are all part of 
one Whole, our actions affect the entire universe, including us. For instance, if we destroy 
forests and pollute the earth, it may affect us in the long run through high temperatures, too 
much or too little rain, crop failure and animal extinction. Keeping this in mind, we realise 
that all our actions must be for the universal good, which means treating all beings the way 
we would like to be treated. 
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Sanaatana Dharma tells us that the universe governs itself through rebirth and Karma (natural 
justice). If we do good deeds, we will reap the rewards in our next life, and if we do bad deeds, we 
will suffer. When we achieve spiritual perfection, the cycle of rebirth stops and we merge with 
Brahman. Thus our future is in our own hands. 


Human beings are born with four kinds of 
goals — dharma (truth), artha (wealth), kaama 
(desire) and moksha (spiritual perfection). At 
different stages of life, we seek different 
things — knowledge, money, fame, love, 

peace and so on. The principles of Sanaatana 
Dharma help us achieve our goals while 
performing our duties to our family, society 
and the universe. Some of the principles like 
truth and ahimsa are universal, while others 
are specific to our profession (varna) or stage 
of life (ashrama). For instance, a soldier’s duty 
may be to kill an enemy, while it would be 
wrong for a priest to do so. A student’s duty 
is to study and to obey his guru, while elderly 
people with no responsibilities must spend 
their days striving for spiritual perfection. 
When there is a conflict, truth and duty 
always come first. This is why Rama chose to 
uphold his father’s word rather than seize the 
throne as Lakshmana suggested. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


KIND-HEARTED BOY, WHO HAS ; 
NEVER KNOWN SORROW, 
SURVIVE IN THE FOREST? ALAS! 


WHO WOULD HAVE BELIEVED THAT 
VIRTUOUS RAMA, THE EMPEROR’ 2 | 


eikead IT IS FATE THAT RULES 
OUR LIVES! 


STAY HERE 
AND LEAD ALIFE 
OF DISCIPLINE AND 
PRAYER, DEVOTING 
YOURSELF TO 
FATHER. 


MY CHILD, 
I CANNOT LIVE MOTHER, THE KING 


IS HEARTBROKEN ABOUT 
Mer me come || KAIKEYI’'S BETRAYAL. HE 
WITH YOU. WILL NOT SURVIVE IF 
YOU DESERT HIM. YOUR 
HIGHEST DUTY 15 TO 


YOUR HUSBAND. 


AS I CANNOT CHANGE 


SON, DEPART WITH AN 
UNSWERVING MIND. 


FAREWELL TO AYODHYA 


KAUSALYA PUT AN AMULET ON RAMA’S WRIST, MAVE | | KAUSALYA DAUBEV HIS FACE ANV BOVPY WITH SANZAL 
OF THE HERS VISHALYAKARANT. PASTE... j 


DEPART, MY SON, AND 
RETURN SOON! MAY YOU LIVE LONG! 
MAY YOUR TRUTHFULNESS AND LOVE 

FOR ALL KEEP YOU SAFE! MAY THE 
RISHIS, ANV THE WEAPONS GIVEN 
TO YOU BY VISHWAMITRA, 
PROTECT YOU! 


SS , ee 

a : : 

— MAY SACRED FIREWOOD, KUSA 
| GRASS, TREES, POOLS, BIRDS, REPTILES Ji 
SS AND LIONS PROTECT YOU! 


Fae fe 
MAY BRAHMA AND ALL NG 
THE GODS, THE OCEANS, 
| HEAVEN AND EARTH BRING YOU 
\ HAPPINESS WHILE YOU ROAM J 
ABOUT THE FOREST. 


MAY FIRE, AIR ANV 
SMOKE AS WELL AS THE 
SACRED TEXTS OF RISHIS 
| PROTECT YOU WHEN DRINKING 
WATER AND BATHING. MAY 
YOU BE AS VICTORIOUS 
AS LORD VISHNU! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


| S7OIC AND RESIGNED, KAUSALYA 
CIRCLED RAMA CLOCKWISE. 
MAY YOUR 
PATHWAYS ALWAYS 
BE FORTUNATE AND ALL 
YOUR UNDERTAKINGS 


MEET WITH 


DEPART AT EASE, O 
RAMA! I SHALL BEHOLD 
YOUR RETURN WITH 
JOY, WHEN YOU WILL 
BE INSTALLED ON 
THE THRONE. 


af LOVES RAMA! SOON 
HE WILL BE INSTALLED 
AS YUVARAJA AND 


JUST THEN - Fatthe te ead | I VO NOT SEE KINGS AND 
: MINISTERS, BRAHMINS RECITING 

THE VEDAS, MINSTRELS SINGING 

YOUR PRAISES, AN ELEPHANT 

Dy OR A CHARIOT DECKED IN 

GOLD. INSTEAD, YOU LOOK 

PALE AND WORRIED. 
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FAREWELL TO AYODHYA 


O SITA, MY FATHER RAMA TOLV SITA HOW VASHARATHA HAV GRANTEV 
IS BANISHING ME TO THE KAIKEYI TWO BOONS YEARS AGO, WHEN SHE HAV 
FOREST. YOU UNVERSTAND AND SAVEP HIS LIFE ON THE BATTLEFIELZ 
PRACTISE DHARMA. LISTEN 
WHILE I TELL YOU HOW 
THIS CAME ABOUT. 


NOW SHE HAS 
CLAIMED THOSE 
BOONS. MY FATHER IS 
BOUND BY HIS PROMIGE. 
SHE WANTS BHARATA 
INSTALLED AS 
YUVARATA... 


«WHILE I AM TO SPEND 
14 YEARS IN EXILE IN THE 

DANDAKA FOREST. I SHALL LEAVE 
AT ONCE. WHILE I AM GONE, VO 

NOT OFFEND BHARATA IN ANY 
WAY. OBSERVE ALL THE RITUALS. 
RISING AT DAWN, WORSHIP THE 

GODS AND SALUTE MY FATHER 

AND MY MOTHERS. 


TREAT MY 
DEAR BHARATA AND 
SHATRUGHNA AS YOUR 
BROTHERS OR SONS. MY 
BELOVED SITA, I AM 
GOING TO THE GREAT 
FOREST. MAY YOU BE 
SAFE HERE! 


WHAT ARE 
YOU SAYING? 
YOUR WORDS ARE 
RIDICULOUS ANV 
UNWORTHY! 


vA 
MAN’S FATHER, MOTHER, 
BROTHER, SON AND 
DAUGHTER-IN-LAW MUST 
FOLLOW THEIR OWN 
DESTINIES, REAPING THE i 
REWARDS OF THEIR 
PAST DEEDS. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HIS WIFE 


ALONE SHARES HIS | 
DESTINY. IF YOU ARE 1 
EXILED, I AM BOUND 


MY PARENTS HAVE 
TO FOLLOW YOU. 


TAUGHT ME MY DUTIES. 
I SHALL LIVE JOYFULLY 


FATHER’S HOME, EATING 
FRUITS ANV ROOTS. 4 
r - itd i 


re 


I LONG TO SEE 
WOODLANDS FRAGRANT 
WITH HONEY, MOUNTAINS 
AND LAKES! AS LONG AS I AM | Ss ral 
WITH YOU, NO SORROW CAN | /o pELIcaTE 
TOUCH ME; BUT I WILL 


AND VIRTUOUS 
DIE IF I AM PARTED \ 
FROM YOu! 


THE FOREST . Fist 
IS FULL OF DANGER, 


DIFFICULTY AND MISERY ? We: 
- LIONS ROARING IN THE 


CAVES, STREAMS IN SPATE, 
SNAKES AND SCORPIONS, 
a ROUGH, THORNY 
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FAREWELL TO AYODHYA 


FURIOUS WINDS 
AND THICK DARKNES 
WEARING BARK, SLEEPING 
ON FALLEN LEAVES - THIS 
IS NOT THE LIFE FOR YOU, | 
O PRINCESS OF ' 
MITHILA! 


iy, 


I KNOW LIFE IN THE 
FOREST WILL BE HARD, BUT 
YOUR AFFECTION MAKES IT ALL 
SEEM A BLESSING. O VALIANT 
PRINCE! LIONS, ELEPHANTS, 
TIGERS, SARABHAS* AND OTHER 


WHEN I 
WAS YOUNG, IT IS SAID THAT 
WISE BRAHMINS : ONCE A WOMAN IS 
PROPHESIED THAT : : MARRIED TO A MAN BY HER 
I WOULP LIVE IN | 3 2 PARENTS WITH WATER IN 
THE FOREST. “ THEIR HANDS, SHE WILL BE 
HIS WIFE EVEN IN THE 
. NEXT WORLD. HOW THEN 
CAN YOU REFUSE 
TO TAKE ME? 


I HAVE ALWAYS 
LONGED TO DO 40, 
AND HAVE ASKED YOU 
MANY TIMES TO TAKE |} 
ME TO THE FOREST. 
NOW THE PROPHECY 
IS COMING TRUE. 


#4 LEGENDARY DEER WITH EIGHT LEGS, 
MORE POWERFUL THAN EVEN A LION 


UNABLE TO CONVINCE KAMA, 
SITA GREW ANGRY 


IT WOULD 
BE A SHAME IF THE 
PEOPLE OF AYODHYA 
DECLARED THAT THE 
SPLENDID RAMA 
LACKS COURAGE! 


*PRINCESS OF MITHILA 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WHAT IS THIS FEAR 
THAT MAKES YOU DESERT ME? 
MARRIED WHEN I WAS STILL A 
CHILD, I HAVE LIVED WITH YOU 
FOR SO LONG. HOW CAN YOU 
LEAVE ME TO THE MERCY 
OF OTHERS? 


SINCE YOU WERE 
BORN TO LIVE WITH 
ME IN THE FOREST, 
O MYTHILI*, WE ARE 
AS INSEPARABLE AS 

SELF-KNOWLEDGE 

AND HONOUR. 
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WITH YOU, THE 
FOREST PATHS WILL 
APPEAR LIKE A GARDEN. \ 
THE DUST OF SANDSTORMS 
WILL BE LIKE SANDAL 
DUST, THE TURF WE 
SHALL LIE ON WILL 
BE LIKE CARPETS. 


FAREWELL TO AYODHYA 


I WISH TO ; 
FOLLOW THE PATH PREPARE TOSS 
OF RIGHTEOUSNESS LEAVE FOR THE FOREST 
AS RADIANCE FOLLOWS AT ONCE. FEED THE POOR 
SURYAX, BELOVED SITA, AND GIVE GIFTS TO 
YOU HAVE ARRIVED AT A BRAHMINS. GIVE AWAY 
DECISION WORTHY OF ALL OUR POSSESSIONS 
BOTH YOUR RACE - JEWELS, CLOTHES, 
AND MINE. 


ARTICLES, TO YOUR 
DEPENDENTS. 


DISTRIBUTED 
TO THE 
BRAHMING... 


*THE SUN GOV 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


I SHALL WALK 
AHEAD WITH A BOW, 
WHILE YOU BOTH ROAM 
THE WOODLANDS. 
WITHOUT YOU, I VO 
NOT WISH EVEN 
FOR HEAVEN. 


BUT IF YOU LEAVE, 
WHO WILL SERVE 
KAUSALYA AND SUMITRA? 
KALKEYI WILL NOT BE KIND 
TO THEM AND DASHARATHA 
IS HELPLESS. YOU MUST 
LOOK AFTER KAUSALYA, 
FOR SHE WILL BE 
VERY UNHAPPY. 


TAKE ME ALONG AS YOUR 
ATTENDANT. WALKING AHEAD OF YOU, 
I SHALL SHOW YOU THE WAY. I SHALL 

BRING YOU WILD ROOTS, FRUITS 

ANV OFFERINGS FOR THE 

SACRED FIRE. 


*50N OF SUMITRA 


D2 


O SOUMITRA*) 
vou ARE 45 am 
DEAR TO ME 
AS LIFE. 


BHARATA WILL SURELY 
LOOK AFTER KAUSALYA AND 


FOR YOU. MOREOVER KAUSALYA, WHO 
MAINTAINS A THOUSAND VILLAGES, 
IS HIGHLY RESPECTED. SHE IS 
CAPABLE OF LOOKING AFTER 
HERSELF, MY MOTHER AND 
MANY OTHERS. 


FAREWELL TO AYODHYA 


THEN TAKE LEAVE OF YOUR I] [00N = | 1 
/ DEAR ONES, SOUMITRA! AND BRING [Z00N - es ws TO GIVE AWAY ALL 
FROM VASISHTHA’S HOUSE THE TWO MY WEALTH TO MY DEPENDENTS 


BOWS GIVEN TO JANAKA BY VARUNA, Ti / AND OTHER DESERVING PEOPLE. 
QUIVERS WITH AN ENDLESS SUPPLY ue BRING THE ILLUSTRIOUS SUYAINA* 
OF ARROWS, ARMOUR, ANV A PAIR FM) AND OTHER BRAHMINS. I SHALL 

OF SHINING SWORPS. r \ WORSHIP THEM AND PROCEED 


O FRIEND, - 
PLEASE COME 
TO RAMA’S 
PALACE. 


FVASISHTHA’S SON 
BS] 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


GENTLE SAGE, 
WE ARE LEAVING I AM GIVING 
FOR THE FOREST. YOU A THOUSAND 
S5ITA IS GIVING YOUR GOLD COINS AND THE 
WIFE THESE JEWELS AND _ \ELEPHANT SHATRUNIAYA, 
A COUCH INLAIV WITH GIFTED TO ME BY 
PRECIOUS STONES. ; 


— _ — 
CALL THE SONS LF : _—— 


{ OF AGASTYA AND 
| VISHWAMITRA AND 
OTHER BRAHMINS, 
INCLUDING THE 
WORTHY MAN WHO 
ATTENDS ON 
KAUSALYA. 


SHOWER THEM WITH 
GIFTS, COWS, GOLD, SILVER 
AND GEMS, CHARIOTS ANV SILKEN 
ROBES. GIVE THE NOBLE MINISTER 
CHITRARATHA JEWELS, RICHES AND 
A THOUSAND COWS. GIFT EIGHTY 
CAMELS LAVEN WITH JEWELS, A 
THOUSAND BULLOCKS, A THOUSAND 
COWS ANY GOLD COINS TO 
KAUSALYA’S DEPENVENTS AND 
TO STUDENTS LEARNING 
THE VEDAS. 
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FAREWELL TO AYODHYA 


TILL I RETURN, 
TAKE GOOD CARE OF 
LAKSHMANA’S PALACE 

AS WELL AS MINE. 


ti 


ey i a my 


i | 

ve 
ia nl : 
fe ks ia 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AT THAT TIME, THERE LIVED A VERY POOR GRAHMIN CALLEV TRITZATA. 


PLEASE LEAVE 
YOUR AXE AND SPADE 
AND SEEK OUT RAMA. 
HE IS SURE TO GIVE 

YOU SOMETHING. 


ZY I AM VESTITUTE AND 
LIVE IN THE FOREST WITH 

MY NUMEROUS CHILDREN. 
i PLEASE HELP ME. 


NOT EVEN ONE ‘% 
THOUSANDTH OF MY 
COWS HAVE BEEN 
GIVEN AWAY YET. YOU 
CAN HAVE AS MANY 
AS YOU CAN COVER 
BY THROWING YOUR = ~ 
STAFF OVER THEM. , eat YOUR POWER 
, IS UNSURPASSED! 
ALL THE COWS ON 
THAT BANK OF THE 
. SARAYU ARE NOW 
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FAREWELL TO AYODHYA 


IF YOU DESIRE 
ANYTHING ELSE, 
VO NOT HESITATE 
TO ASK. 


8 aN 
Big? 
~ 4h 


“Ss a 


ae 
“2 —e 
—_ — ee 


RAMA USED 


TO BE FOLLOWED HOW CAN KING 
BY A WHOLE ARMY. DASHARATHA SEND 
NOW LAKSHMANA HIS DEAREST SON 
IS HIS ONLY INTO EXILE? HE MUST 
BODYGUARD! BE POSSESSED BY 
if AN EVIL SPIRIT. 


7 EARLIER, 
S5ITA COULD 
NOT BE SEEN EVEN 


BY AERIAL BEINGS. /DELICATE SITA! : RAMA IS THE 
NOW EVERYONE RAIN, HEAT AND ROOT OF THE TREE OF 


CAN SEE HER! COLD WILL HUMANITY AND WE ARE 
: QUICKLY FADE THE BRANCHES AND 
ie LEAVES. HIS SUFFERING 
HURTS US ALL. 


BYE 


LET US LEAVE 
OUR HOMES AND 


FOLLOW RAMA! / 4 LET 
KAIKEYI ENJOY 


THE DESERTED 
CITY - RUINED 
COURTYARDS 
COVERED WITH 
DUST AND 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


. OVERRUN BY / gi | 


INSIDE KAIKEYI’S PALACE - 


HAVING GIVEN 


RAMA WISHES TO SEE 
YOU BEFORE LEAVING 
FOR THE FOREST. 
=f BRING ALL 


MY WIVES ff 


| a sarah sy sa 


Waly k 


THE FOREST 
WILL BECOME A 
HAPPY CITY AND 
KALKEYI’S CITY 
WILL TURN INTO 

A FOREST! 


S00N, ALL THE ROYAL LAVIES LEV BY 
KAUSALYA ENTEREV KAIKEYI’S APARTMENTS. 


1 H 
O GREAT oe 
KING, DISCARD 
| GRIEF 


: e: 


O RAGHAVA! I 
HAVE BEEN TRICKED 


A PRISONER TODAY 
AND TAKE OVER THE (eee 
KINGDOM! 


FAREWELL TO AYODHYA 


GIVE ME YOUR BLESSINGS, | 
AS I AM LEAVING FOR THE DANDAKA 
FOREST. GRANT LEAVE TO LAKSHMANA 
AND SITA TOO, WHO WISH TO 
ACCOMPANY ME. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


DEVOTED AS YOU 
ARE TO DHARMA, I KNOW 
MAY YOU RULE THE YOu WILL FULFIL YOUR PROMISE 
WORLD FOR ANOTHER EVEN THOUGH I WISH YOU TO STAY. 
THOUSAND YEARS, NOBLE GO THEN, DEAR CHILD, WITH A 


ONE! I HAVE NO AMBITION PEACEFUL MIND. MAY YOU HAVE 
TO BE KING. I WILL RETURN A HAPPY JOURNEY AND 


AFTER FOURTEEN YEARS RETURN SAFELY. 
AND CLASP YOUR —% 
FEET AGAIN. 


BUT STAY WITH THIS EARTH WITH ALL 
ME AND YOUR MOTHER ITS RICHES MAY BE GIVEN TO 
JUST ONE MORE NIGHT BHARATA. MY ONLY DESIRE I5 
AND LET US GRATIFY i. TO UPHOLD YOUR WORT. GIVE 
ALL YOUR WISHES. j UP YOUR SORROW AND 
BE AT PEACE. 


I WOULD RATHER 
GO AT ONCE; FOR WHO 
WILL OFFER ME ALL 
THOSE DELICACIES 
TOMORROW? 


FAREWELL TO AYODHYA 


HEARING RAMA’S WORTS, 
DVASHARATHA FELL TO THE 


je, “aes. eta kcal 
SEEING DASHARATHA’S AGONY, SUMANTRA SPOKE 
TO KAIKEYT. 


O QUEEN, YOU 
ARE BETRAYING YOUR 
HUSBAND, THE LORD 
OF ALL CREATION. 
YOUR EVIL ACT WILL 
SURELY KILL HIM. 


DIES, HIS ELDEST SON 
INHERITS THE KINGVOM. 
IF YOU VIOLATE THIS 
PRACTICE ANV CROWN 
BHARATA, WE SHALL 
FOLLOW RAMA. 


DESERTED BY 
YOUR FAMILY ANV 
ALL GOOD PEOPLE, 
WHAT JOY WILL 
YOU GET? 


AFTER ALL, HONEY 
CANNOT FLOW FROM A 
NEEM TREE. WE HAVE 
HEARD OF YOUR EVIL 

MOTHER. 
ONCE, YOUR 
FATHER, WHO COULD 


UNDERSTAND THE 
LANGUAGE OF ALL 
CREATURES, WAS 
LAUGHING AT THE 
WORDS OF 
AN ANT. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


“YOUR MOTHER WANTEP TO KNOW WHY HE WAS LAUGHING. 
Le “ 


IF I TELL ' a — I DON’T CARE! 
You, I WILL os | YOU MAY LIVE 
DIE AT OR DIE, BUT TELL 
ME WHY YOU ARE 
\ LAUGHING. 


a & 4 


a 
- 


= 
q eal k 


GRANTEVP HIM THE BOON OF UNVERSTANVING ALL MOTHER, YOUR FATHER LIVED 
LANGUAGES. f HAPPILY LIKE KUBERA. O 


> KAIKEYI, PO NOT FOLLOW THE 
FE MM Sit. aes oF vone morse 
7 aw rie THE ENTIRE WORLD WILL 
NOT 7 Beer a BLAME YOU FOR THIS 
THE SECRETS I 


HEAR, BUT MY 
WIFE INSISTS 
I TELL HER. 


HOUSE! 


ee _— 
‘ey 


— 


FREE YOURSELF 
FROM ANXIETY AND LET 
THE VALIANT ANV GENEROUS 
RAMA PROTECT HIS OWN 
KINGDOM. THERE IS NO 
ONE ELSE AS CAPABLE OF 
RULING AYODHYA. 


‘A 


| BUT KAIKEYI COULY NOT BE SHAKEN FROM HER RESOLVE. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


IT IS NOT 

RIGHT TO PUNISH O CRUEL WOMAN, I 
ONE WHO I% INNOCENT] / TOO SHALL FOLLOW RAMA 
AND DEVOTED TO TODAY, ABANDONING MY 

DHARMA. KINGDOM, COMFORT 
AND WEALTH. LONG MAY 
YOU RULE THE KINGVOM 

WITH BHARATA! 


PLEASED BY HIS WORVS, KAIKEYI HERSELF WENT 
ANP GOT THE BARK ROBES. 


HERE - PUT 
THESE ON! 


i 
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WHAT USE ARE 


LEAVING THEM TO 
BHARATA, I SHALL TAKE 
ONLY BARK ROBES, 

A SPAVE AND A 
BASKET. 


FAREWELL TO AYODHYA 


NOT KNOWING HOW TO PUT ON THE GARMENTS, SITA WAS OVERCOME WITH 
SHYNESS. = 


— 
yi \ Lill 


AS RAMA STEPPED a DEAR CHILD, \ 
ie liga e TO HELP SITA HAS NOT BEEN SPOKE TO KAIKEYT. TO YOUR FAMILY! SITA 
; COMMANVED TO LIVE IN SHALL NOT PROCEED 
THE FOREST! LET HER STAY TO THE FOREST. 
AND COMFORT US. 
SHE WILL STAY 
‘ON AND, AS RAMA’S 
VERY SOUL, RULE 
my \ THE EARTH WHICH 
IS RIGHTEULLY 


IF SITA GOES WITH LAY ASIVE THE BARK ROBES ANV GIVE 
RAMA TO THE FOREST, THE Vf YOUR DAUGHTER-IN-LAW JEWELS! YOU ASKED 
ENTIRE CITY WILL FOLLOW. FOR RAMA TO BE EXILED, NOT SITA. LET SITA 
AND IF BHARATA IS TRULY TRAVEL WITH CHARIOTS, SERVANTS, CLOTHES 
THE KING’S SON, HE TOO AND EVERYTHING THAT SHE NEEDS! 
WILL ABANDON YOU AND 
THE DESERTED 
KINGDOM. 


, I DONOT ~, 
| WISH TO STAY , 
\ WITHOUT , 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE SIGHT OF SITA IN HER BARK DRESS MAVE THE PEOPLE VERY ANGRY. 


i | J i S| = 
re =a: = 


I NO LONGER CARE 
FOR LIFE, RELIGIOUS 
MERIT OR REPUTATION. O 
| KALKEYI! LISTEN TO MY GURU 
- SITA IS TOO DELICATE 
AND INNOCENT TO LIVE 
IN A FOREST. 


|B sow 4 
O KING, MY MOTHER 
KAUSALYA HAS GROWN OL? 


AND LOYAL TO YOU. WHEN I HAVE 
GONE, TREAT HER KINDLY AND 
WITH RESPECT 50 THAT SHE 
MAY NOT DIE OF GRIEF! 


SHE HAS NEVER 
HURT ANYONE. YOU CRUELLY 
TRICKED ME INTO A PROMISE 
ABOUT RAMA’S EXILE, BUT 
NOTHING WAS SAIV ABOUT 
SITA. LET HER PROCEED TO 
THE FOREST WITH ALL 
HER POSSESSIONS. 
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FAREWELL TO AYODHYA 


WHY DOES NOT DEATH CLAIM ME, TORMENTED 
AS I AM? TRULY, LIFE DOES NOT LEAVE THE BODY FIT A PLEASURE 
UNTIL THE APPOINTED HOUR! O RAMA! I MUST CHARIOT WITH THE BEST OF 
HAVE ROBBED MANY A COW OF ITS CALF | [ HORSES, SUMANTRA, AND TAKE 
- THAT IS THE REASON FOR THE PIOUS AND VALIANT RAMA 
MY SUFFERING. OUTSIDE THIS COUNTRY. 
SUCH IS THE REWARD 
OF VIRTUE! 


cals 
is 
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RAMA GOES INTO EXILE 


SUMANTRA, 
BRING A CHARIOT 
TO TAKE THE VALIANT 
RAMA OUTSIDE 
THIS COUNTRY. 


.” e - 


if ee * fi inate | Mis ly ‘ i “i : th " J E fis ie 
if a me ; ai bee? Lar aye if!) iy = yn Ry 


ust Pins) | ry 


Newel! ieee ! pe ayy) 


\plaee pe 8 ' 
tat 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


r 


IN A SHORT WHILE, SUMANTRA ARRIVED WITH THE CHARIO 


SUN ILLUMINES THE MORNING SKY. : 


DVO NOT DESPISE WITHOUT RAMA, 
MY SON RAMA I WOULD BE LIKE 
THOUGH HE IS EXILED A VEENA WITHOUT 
TO THE FOREST. ONLY STRINGS. 1 
WICKED WOMEN 
DESERT THEIR 


I DESPISE MY 
HUSBAND, WHO 
BRINGS ME 
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RAMA GOES INTO EXILE 


DON’T BE SAD, MOTHER. 
LOOK AFTER FATHER. FOURTEEN 
YEARS WILL SLIP AWAY LIKE A 
NIGHT’S SLEER AND YOU WILL 
SOON SEE ME BACK. 


IF I HAVE EVER 
HURT YOU UNKNOWINGLY BY 


PLEASE FORGIVE ME. I NOW 
TAKE LEAVE OF YOU ALL. 


THE FALACE OF VASHARATHA, WHICH 
USUALLY RESOUNVEP WITH AUSPICIOUS 
DRUMS, WAS NOW FILLEP WITH WAILING. 


YOU HAVE ALWAYS BEEN 
DEVOTED TO YOUR BROTHER. 
FROM NOW ON, THINK OF RAMA AS 
DASHARATHA, SITA AS MYSELF, AND 
THE FOREST AS AYODHYA. DEPART 
HAPPILY, DEAR SON! 


i 
| AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
oa ‘i. 


THE FOURTEEN a 
YEARS BEGIN NOW, = 
ILLUSTRIOUS PRINCE! I ‘8 7 ae e1 at ar | a 
SHALL DRIVE SPEEDILY | 
WHEREVER YOU 
WISH TO GO. 


RAMA GOES INTO EXILE 


REALISING THAT THEY WOULD NOT SEE RAMA FOR A LONG TIME -| 


O SITA! O LAKSHMANAIN 
YOU ARE WISE TO 
FOLLOW RAMA, FOR THIS 


: HOLD IN THE 
HORSES, CHARIOTEER! 
DRIVE SLOWLY THAT WE | 

IN MAY GAZE ON RAMA’S 

FACE! 


SUMANTRA! VO NOT 
PROLONG THIS 


Lm. 
‘ 


ny 
O LAKSHMANA! 
L ail - a , 


13 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


if THAT WE SHOULD NOT | = 
FOLLOW ONE WHOM WE 
WISH RETURNS. 


400N, NOT EVEN THE DUST OF RAMA’S CHARIOT 
COULV BE SEEN. iced lala WAS OVERCOME BY 


Cc 
zs auf F 4 


RAMA GOES INTO EXILE 


SINFUL KAIKEYI, 
DON’T TOUCH ME! I 
DO NOT WANT TO SEE 
YOU AGAIN IN THIS 
WORLD OR THE NEXT. 
YOU ARE NO LONGER 


MY WIFE! 


IF BHARATA 
ACCEPTS THIS 
KINGDOM, HIS 

FUNERAL OFFERINGS 
AFTER MY DEATH 
WILL NOT REACH 

ME. 


“ RAMA HAS 
"| REACHED THE 
OUTSKIRTS OF 
THE CITY, O 
KING. 


THE HOOF MARKS ~* 
OF RAMA’S HORSES 


RAMA WILL LIE IN THE DUST ‘) 
TONIGHT, RESTING HIS HEAD 1 
ON A STONE. JANAKA’S BELOVED fed 
DAUGHTER WILL WALK IN THE | 
FOREST, TERRIFIED BY THE £ 
ROARING OF WILD 
BEASTS. 


NO LONGER BE 
SEEN. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AYOPHYA WAS VESOLATE. 


OH, WHERE GOES \ 
THAT PROTECTOR OF 
THE HELPLESS AND 
FORLORN? 


WHERE GOES 
THE PRINCE WHO 
WAS DEVOTED TO 
THE TRUTH, NEVER 
LOST HIS TEMPER 
AND PACIFIED ALL 
AL WHO WERE ANGRY? 
))) TORMENTED By 
SHI/ KAIKEYI, THE 
gp { FOOLISH KING HAS 
SENT AWAY OUR 
BELOVED RAMA! 
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RAMA GOES INTO EXILE 


WITH YOUR WISHES 
FULFILLED, O KAIKEYI, ENJOY 
THIS KINGVOM AS A WIDOW. 

I AM UNABLE TO LIVE WITHOUT 
RAMA! TAKE ME TO YOUR PALACE, 
KAUSALYA, FOR I CAN FIND 
SOLACE ONLY IN RAMA’S 
MOTHER’S HOUSE. 


LIVE TO SEE AND EMBRACE 
YOU WHEN YOU COME BACK 
FROM THE FOREST! ¢ 


O KAUSALYA, MY SIGHT 
HAS FOLLOWED RAMA AND I WOULD HAVE PREFERRED 
HAS NOT YET RETURNED. I TO SEE MY SON IN AYODHYA 
CANNOT SEE YOLI CLEARLY. AS A BEGGAR OR EVEN A SLAVE Se es 
PLEASE TOUCH ME WITH OF THE POISONOUS SERPENT ||[ RAMA, SITA AND LAKSHMANA AGAIN? 
YOUR HAND. KAIKEYI! INSTEAD HE MUST WHEN WILL AYODHYA GATHER TO 
DRAG OLE AN LINCER CAIN ANG CELEGRATE THE RETURN OF THE 
MISERABLE EXISTENCE HEROES? 
IN THE FOREST. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


I MUST HAVE 
COMMITTED SOME 


LIFE THAT IS THE 
CAUSE OF THIS 
UNBEARABLE 
SORROW. 


Pay” RAMA IS FULL OF 
f/ VIRTUE, STRENGTH AND El 
Ii] DEVOTION TO DHARMA. 
VO NOT PITY HIM 
FOR UPHOLVING HIS 
FATHER’S HONOUR! 


IN THE COMPANY OF 
HIS DEVOTED BROTHER AND 
LOVING WIFE, WHAT BLESSING OTT Terr nnnnns remnnes mirensen si ees ae 
DOES YOUR SON LACK? KNOWING 
HIS PURITY, THE SUN WILL NOT 
SCORCH HIM. THE COOL MOON GIS OWN MIGHT 
AND A GENTLE BREEZE WILL ANG ULEHWAMIT RAIS 


ALWAYS ATTEND ON HIM. WEAPONS WILL KEEP Ed | 
_ RAMA AS SAFE IN THE 
FOREST AS IN HIS /| 
OWN PALACE. 


DO NOT GRIEVE, 
BUT COMFORT THE 


F h PEOPLE WHO NEE? 
YOU WILL SURELY YOUR HELP 


SEE THEM RETURN 
AFTER THE EXILE 
IS OVER. 


RAMA GOES INTO EXILE 


Pre i7 THOUGH YOUNG IN AGE, 
40 


BHARATA IS OLD IN WISVOM, 
TENVER-HEARTED AS WELL AS 
HEROIC. HE WILL BE A GOOD 

KING. LOVE, RESPECT AND 
OBEY HIM AS YOU 


O SWIFT STEEDS 
OF RAMA, HEAR OUR PLEA! 
YOUR PURE-MINVED MASTER 
SHOULD BE BROUGHT BACK TO 
THE CITY ANV NOT CARRIED 
AWAY TO THE FOREST. 


al ONE! MANY OF US HAVE BEGLIN 
Were w\ SACRIFICES, WHICH CANNOT 
BE CONCLUDED UNTIL 
YOU RETURN. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


& =” WE ARE FOLLOWING 
= YOU WITH THE VEDAS 
See ENSHRINED IN OUR HEARTS, 
OUR SACRED FIRES AND 
OUR UMBRELLAS, WHITE && 
AS AUTUMN CLOUDS*. A= 


WE WILL LEAVE 
OUR FAMILIES 
AND SHARE YOUR 


DONE FOR THE PROSPERITY OF THE COUNTRY). 


RAMA GOES INTO EXILE 


BUT VO NOT GRIEVE 
FOR OUR PARENTS. I AM 
SURE BHARATA WILL LOOK AFTER 
THEM WELL. YOU ARE A GREAT 
COMFORT ANV SUPPORT 
TO SITA AND ME. 


AFTER SANDHYA PRAYERS THAT NIGHT, | RAMA ANP SITA SLEPT, AS DIV THE PEOPLE WHO 
SUMANTRA ANT LAKSHMANA MADE GES HAV FOLLOWEP THEM. LAKSHMANA STOOP GUART 
FOR RAMA ANZ SITA USING LEAVES. WITH SUMANTRA. 


Wi 


RAMA’S VIRTUES 
ARE INFINITE, O 
SUMANTRA.... 
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EARLY NEXT MORNING - 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


LOOK AT THE CITIZENS, 
LAKSHMANA! THEY ARE WILLING TO 
SACRIFICE THEIR FAMILIES, HOMES 
AND LIVES FOR US! AS GOOV PRINCES, 
WE SHOULD NOT CAUSE THEM ANY 


SUFFERING. LET US GO AWAY WHILE 
THEY ARE ASLEEP 


LAKSHMANA CALLEV SUMANTRA. IN A SHORT WHILE - 


———— 


BRING THE CHARIOT 
DOWN AND DRIVE 
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RAMA GOES INTO EXILE 


NOW THE CITIZENS 
WILL NOT BE ABLE TO 
FIND OUT WHICH WAY ji 
WE HAVE GONE. DRIVE , 


WHEN DAWN BROKE, THE CITIZENS WERE SHOCKED TO FIND RAMA GONE. = 3 


aa -™ 7 - é 
— Fr ad WHY DID WE SLEEP 


oS _ i "GO LATE? HOW COULD THAT 
4 r 


4\ LIKE A FATHER, ABANDON U5? 
—\ HOW SHALL WE BREAK THE / 
e NEWS IN AYODHYA? _ 


WHAT USE ARE 
HOUSES, OFFSPRING ‘ 
OR RICHES IN A KINGDOM i 
| RULED BY KAIKEYI? BETTER | = = 
\ BY FAR IS THE FOREST OF Fy im 
OUR BELOVED RAMA. se i 


= 
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BY THE NEXT MORNING, RAMA, SITA, LAKSHMANA ANP SUMANTRA HAP TRAVELLEV A LONG WAY FROM 
AYOPHYA. SEATEV IN THE SPLENVOUR OF NATURE, RAMA WORSHIPPEP THE BLISSFUL DAWN. 


WHAT A PITY 
THAT KING DASHARATHA 
HAS FALLEN INTO THE 
CLUTCHES OF CRUEL 

KAIKEYTI! : 


HOW WILL 
PRINCESS SITA 
ENDURE SUCH 
HARDSHIP? 


CROSSING THE SACREV RIVERS VEVASHRUTI 
ANP GOMTI, RAMA ANP HIS COMPANIONS 
CONTINUEP SOUTHWARTP. AT LAST THEY CAME 
TO THE RIVER SYANVIKA - THE SOUTHERN 
BOUNVARY OF KOSALA. rT 


= 2 


LANV OF KOSALA, 
GIVEN BY MANH TO 
IKSHVAKU. 


, “try 


RAMA GOES INTO EXILE 


WHEN SHALL 
I BE REUNITED WITH 
MY PARENTS AND ROAM THE 
FLOWER-LAVEN WOODLANDS 
ON THE BANKS OF 
THE SARAYU? 


/ AYODHYA! I TAKE LEAVE OF 
{YOU AND OF THE GODS WHO 
DWELL IN YOU AND PROTECT 
YOU. WHEN MY EXILE I5 
OVER, I SHALL SEE 
YOU AGAIN. 


YOU HAVE ALL 
SHOWN ME RESPECT 
AND COMPASSION. VO NOT 
PROLONG YOUR AGONY 
NOW, BUT RETURN TO 
YOUR WORK! 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


DRIVING AT A GOOD SPEED THROUGH HAPPY ANP PROSPEROUS LANDS, THEY Wg 
AT LAST REACHEVP THE CELESTIAL ANV LOVELY RIVER GANGA. THEY HALTEV %, 7 
FOR THE NIGHT BENEATH A HUGE INGUPI TREE NEAR SR INGAVERAPUFA. = 


GUHA, THE RULER OF THE NISHADA TERRITORY, WAS A GREAT ADMIRER OF FAMA’S. | ri 


2 
pe 
WELCOME, 
O MIGHTY-ARMED " 
PRINCE! THIS KINGVOM GUHA! 
IS YOURS, AND WE ARE I AM HAPPY 
YOUR SERVANTS! 


RAMA’S ROUTE 


ir ailasha Mountains a c 


This is a representation of Bharat according to Valmiki’s Ramayana and is not a political map of India. 


f / 
ts a 


THAT NIGHT, RAMA AND SITA FASTER WHEN THEY WENT TO SLEEF LAKSHMANA, SUMANTRA ANDY GUHA KEPT VIGIL. 


YOU GO TO 
SLEER DEAR BROTHER. 
NO ONE ON EARTH IS 
DEARER TO ME THAN 
RAMA. I SHALL 
PROTECT HIM. 


BY SERVING RAMA, ~ 
I SHALL EARN GREAT 
MERIT AND FAME. THIS 
FOREST IS 50 FAMILIAR 
TO US THAT WE CAN KEEP f -- —— 
RAMA AND SITA SAFE —— J 
EVEN AGAINST ..BUT HOW CAN I SLEEP 
AN ARMY. OR EAT, SEEING MY BROTHER 
UNDER YOUR LIKE THIS? I DON’T THINK MY 
PROTECTION, O GUHA, FATHER OR KAUSALYA, OR EVEN 
WE ARE NOT AFRAID | AYODHYA, WILL SURVIVE THIS 
IN THIS LAND... : SORROW. WILL WE EVER RETURN / 
SAFELY AND SEE THE NOBLE 
KING AGAIN? 


RAMA GOES INTO EXILE 


SUNRISE IS NEAR, 
DEAR BROTHER! LET 
US CROSS THE SWIFT 
FLOWING GANGA, WHICH 
\ RUNS TOWARDS 

THE SEA. 


“4 HERE IS 
THE BOAT, LORD! 
WHAT MORE CAN } 
I VO FOR YOU? 


YOU HAVE 
FULFILLED ALL \ 
—' MY WISHES! PLEASE 
7 | HAVE EVERYTHING 
P=. \ PLACED IN THE 
er BOAT QUICKLY. 


HOW CAN A MAN 
LIKE YOU REAP SUCH A YOU ARE 

RETURN SPEEDILY DESTINY? WE ARE RUINED THE GREATEST 

TO THE KING, O SUMANTRA. WITHOUT YOu, BUT YOU WILL] \ FRIEND OF THE 


YOU HAVE DONE 40 MUCH. BE A LORD OF THE WORLDS, IKSHVAKUS! 
NOW WE SHALL PROCEED EVEN IN THE FOREST! 


TO THE GREAT FOREST 
ON FOOT. 


TA 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


PLEASE CONSOLE 
THE SORROWING 
KING AND MY MOTHERS. 
TELL THEM THAT WE 
ARE WELL AND 
CHEERFUL. 


LET BHARATA 
BE INSTALLED AS 
YUVARAIJA SOON 
AND TELL HIM TO 
STRIVE TO PLEASE 
OUR FATHER AND 


MOTHERS. 


UNLESS YOU N 


DEAR CHILD, 

HOW CAN I RETURN 
TO GRIEF-STRICKEN 
AYODHYA WITHOUT YOU? 
PLEASE LET ME SHARE 
YOUR EXILE. 


RETURN, KAIKEYI 
WILL NOT BELIEVE THAT I 
HAVE GONE TO THE FOREST. 

PLEASE GO BACK AND 
DELIVER MY MESSAGES 
TO THE KING. 


KING THE SAP OF A BANYAN TREE, THEY APPLIEP IT TO THEIR HAIR AS RISHIS VO, TO MAKE IT MATTE 


A STATE IS VERY 
DIFFICULT TO PROTECT, 


ABOUT YOUR ARMY, 
TREASURY, FORTRESS 
: AND PEOPLE. 


RAMA GOES INTO EXILE 


0 BLESSED GANGA, ~~ 
CONSORT OF THE OCEAN, 


PROTECT THIS SON OF 


I SHALL WORSHIP YOU WITH 
DELIGHT, AND GIVE AWAY 
CLOTHES, FOOV AND 
ONE LAKH COWS. 


TOVAY SITA WILL 
EXPERIENCE FOR THE FIRST % 
TIME THE DIFFICULTIES OF LIVING 
IN THE FOREST. WE MUST PROTECT 
HER. LEAD THE WAY, SOUMITRA. 


SITA CAN FOLLOW YOU, AND I SHALL 
BRING UP THE REAR, PROTECTING 


THAT EVENING, THEY REACHEP THE PROSPEROUS ANV HAPPY LANV OF VATSA. 


THIS IS THE FIRST 
NIGHT WE ARE ALONE IN A 
STRANGE LAND. LET US BE ALERT. 
THE EMPEROR MUST SURELY 
BE SLEEPING UNCOMFORTABLY 
TONIGHT. BUT KAIKEYI WILL 
BE HAPPY ABOUT BHARATA’S 
RETURN. 


BHARATA IS LUCKY - HE ~ 
WILL BE THE UNDISPUTED 
RULER OF KOZALA. I AM AFRAID, 
LAKSHMANA, KAIKEYI MAY CAUSE 
SEEING THE PLIGHT DASHARATHA’S DEATH AND THEN 
OF THE OLV AND HELPLESS TREAT KAUSALYA AND SUMITRA 
KING, I FEEL DESIRE I5 BADLY TOO. YOU MUST GO 
MORE POWERFUL THAN EITHER BACK TO AYODHYA IN 
WEALTH OR RELIGIOUS MERIT. THE MORNING. 
WHY ELSE WOULD OUR FATHER 
ABANDON AN OBEDIENT 
SON LIKE ME? 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


LISTEN TO THE 4 
CLASHING OF WATERS, 
AND SEE THE FRAGRANT 
SMOKE OF SACRIFICES! 


WHERE THE YAMLINA 
RUSHES TO MEET 
__ THE GANGA. << 


VENERABLE SAGE, WE , —— ~f 
ARE RAMA AND LAKSHMANA, I HAVE BEEN 
5ONS OF EMPEROR DASHARATHA. _¥ | | AWAITING YOUR 
THIS 15 MY WIFE SITA, A PRINCESS 5 || ARRIVAL. I HEARD 
OF VIDEHA. WHEN I WAS EXILED BY YOU WERE EXILED 
MY FATHER, MY BELOVED BROTHER | FOR NO FAULT 
AND WIFE FOLLOWED ME TO THE 
FOREST TO PRACTISE YOU MAY LIVE 
AUSTERITIES. sone COMFORTABLY HERE, 
AT THIS SACRED 
CONFLUENCE OF 
TWO GREAT 
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THE PEOPLE OF AYODHYA 
WILL FIND US OUT, SIR, AND 
START FREQUENTING THIS PLACE. 
PLEASE SUGGEST A LONELY PLACE, 
\ SUITABLE FOR TAPAS, THAT 
WILL ALSO DELIGHT SITA. 


/ NOT FAR AWAY 

IS THE SACRED HILL 
OF CHITRAKOOT, RICH 
IN HONEY, ROOTS 
AND FRUIT. 


KINNARAS, ELEPHANTS, 
DEER AND BLACK MONKEYS 
ROAM THE SYLVAN SLOPES. 
THE SIGHT OF THE PEAKS IS 
CONDUCIVE TO GOOD DEEDS. 
MANY A RISHI HAS ATTAINED 


Wins Ht img = OLAVLY TO iy Mi , he % L. : . : 7 IS 50 KIND - WE 
a ' i CHITRAKOOT, Fi ‘| i F " MUST HAVE VONE 
} d SOMETHING 
GOOD! 


FULFIL HIS VOW! I SHALL OFFER 
YOU A THOUSAND COWS AND A 
HUNDRED POTS OF WINE ON 
OUR SAFE RETURN! 


¥*LIBERATION OF THE SOUL 
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THIS 15 SHYAMA, r Ae 

THE BANYAN TREE Veins 

THAT BHARADWATA re TO YOU, 

TOLD US ABOUT. O GIGANTIC TREE! 

: LET MY HUSBAND FULFIL 
HIS VOW! MAY WE SEE 
OUR MOTHERS KALISALYA 

AND SUMITRA 
AGAIN! 


RAMA, LOOK 
AT THAT 
SEE THE BEAUTIFUL | BIRD! 
KIMSUKA TREES, THE 
FRUITS AND THE HUGE 
HONEYCOMBS. DO YOU 
SEE THE ELEPHANTS ON 
THE MOUNTAINSIDE? 


THEY MET MANY 
HOLY VALMIKT. 


RAMA GOES INTO EXILE 


AFTER THEY HAV SELECTEV A SUITABLE PLACE, LAKSHMANA BUILT A HUT. F 
: rr 2a 4, = 


I WILL ERECT 


ALTARS IN THE EIGHT 
DIRECTIONS ANV MAKE | 
OFFERINGS TO ALL THE 


HERE, IN BEAUTIFUL CHITRAKOOT, BESIVE THE RIVER 
MANVAKINI, RAMA NO LONGER GRIEVEV FOR AYOPHYA. 


CHITRAKOOT, 
LORD. 


TWO DAYS LATER - 


CITIZENS HAVE NOT 
BEEN CONSUMED 


BY THE FIRE 
OF GRIEF J 
~~ - 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


RAMA WAS LIKE A \ie 


: FATHER TO US. ALAS! 
| “\ HOW SHALL WE LIVE 
WITHOUT HIM? 


WHAT WILL THE 
cHartoteerR say \fl @ 
TO POOR KALISALYA, ' 
HAVING RETURNED /[] 
WITHOUT RAMA? 
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LIFE AND DEAT 
OF A KING 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


DASHARATHA, KING OF AYOPHYA, HAV PROMISEP QUEEN KAIKEY! TWO BOONS. REMINPING 
HIM OF THE PROMISE, SHE HAV ASKEP HIM TO BANISH HIS ELVEST SON, RAMA, TO THE 
FOREST FOR FOURTEEN YEARS ANU INSTALL HER OWN SON, BHARATA, AS THE YUVARATA*. 


DETERMINEV TO HONOUR HIS FATHER’S PROMISE, RAMA HAP LEFT AYOVHYA WITH HIS WIFE, SITA, ANU 
BROTHER, LAKSHMANA. A FEW PAYS LATER SUMANTFA, THE MINISTER ANDY CHARIOTEER, WHO HAV GONE 
WITH THEM, RETURNE 


WHERE IS “s 
OUR BELOVED [fm ry , 
RAMA? c ! HE HAS 
i- CROSSED THE 
al GANGA AND ENTERED 


THE FOREST. 
5 2 & 


~ Os ra : 
\ Ae 


RAMA IS WELL. HE 
SENDS SALUTATIONS 
TO YOU AND HIS 
MOTHERS. 


*CROWN PRINCE 


LIFE AND DEATH OF A KING 


GET UF O KING! 
WHY DON’T YOU 
REPLY TO RAMA’S 
MESSENGER? 


DO YOU FEEL 
ASHAMED OF YOUR ACTIONS 
NOW? YOU MAY ASK ABOUT RAMA 
WITHOUT FEAR SINCE KALKEYI 
IS NOT HERE. 


OVERWHELMEP WITH GRIEF, VASHARATHA STRUGGLEV TO SIT UP 


WHAT WILL 
RAMA EAT? HOW WILL 
DELICATE SITA SURVIVE 
AMONG WILD ANIMALS? 
TELL ME EVERYTHING 
THEY SAID. 


RAMA ASKED ME 
TO TOUCH YOUR FEET 
IN RESPECT. HE SENT 
GREETINGS TO ALL HIS 
MOTHERS. 
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TELL MY MOTHER KAUZALYA I 
AM WELL. SHE SHOULD DEVOTE 
HERSELF TO HER DUTIES, AND 
TREAT KAIKEYI AND BHARATA 
WITH DUE RESPECT. TELL 
BHARATA TO OBEY OUR 
FATHER, ANV TREAT MY 
MOTHER AS HIS OWN. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


DASHARATHA IS 
HIM my FATHER. RAMA IS 


MY BROTHER, MASTER 
AND FATHER. 


I REMAINED WITH 


; GUHA FOR THREE DAYS AND THEN ? 
RETURNED. O MAHARAJA, YOUR KINGVOM 
15 DESOLATE, FORESTS ANV TOWNS 
ARE SILENT EXCEPT FOR 


: Eerie WEEPING. i 
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LIFE AND DEATH OF A KING 


TAKE ME TO RAMA 
QUICKLY, OR LET SOMEONE 
URGED BY THE : FETCH HIM BACK. I CANNOT 
SINFUL KAIKEYI, I ACTED 7 : BEAR THIS SORROW, 
IN HASTE WITHOUT TAKING . : O KAUZALYA. 
ADVICE FROM MY . 
WELL-WISHERS. 


IT 1S LIKE 
AN OCEAN OF WHICH 
THE WHIRLPOOLS ARE MY 
BREATH, AND THE LOUD 
WAILING IS THE ROARING 
OF THE SEA. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


TAKE HEART, O KING. RAMA AND 
LAKSHMANA WILL SOON OVERCOME 
THEIR GRIEF SITA IS QUITE CALM 
AND THINKS ONLY OF RAMA. SHE 
DELIGHTS IN THE RIVERS, 
TREES ANV FLOWERS. 


O KING, IT WAS 
INDEED A CRUEL ACT TO 
BANISH A RIGHTEOUS AND 
DEVOTED SON. 
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4 YOU SHOULD 

NOT PITY THEM. 
THEY ARE CHEERFULLY 
IMPLEMENTING THEIR 

FATHER’S SACREV VOW. 
THE STORY OF RAMA 
WILL BE TOLD IN THE 


WORLD, FOREVER. 


OH, MY DARLING 
SON! 


WHEN WILL I SEE RAMA 
AGAIN? BHARATA WILL NOT HAND 
OVER THE THRONE TO RAMA WHEN THE 
PERIOD OF EXILE ENDS, AND RAMA WILL 
NOT TAKE A KINGDOM ENJOYED BY HIS 
YOUNGER BROTHER. ALAS! YOU HAVE 
DESTROYED ME, THIS KINGVOM 
AND ALL YOUR PEOPLE. 


LIFE AND DEATH OF A KING 


O KAUSALYA, FORGIVE ME! YOU ARE EVER 
VIRTUOUS AND KINV EVEN TO YOUR ENEMIES. 
YOU SHOULD NOT SPEAK HARSHLY TO YOUR 
HUSBAND, ESPECIALLY AT SUCH A | 

TIME OF SORROW. 


KAUSALYA WAS OVERCOME BY PITY 


I AM ASHAMED THAT MY 
NOBLE HUSBAND HAS TO PLEAD 
WITH ME IN THIS WAY. I SHOULD 
NOT HAVE SPOKEN AS I DID, BUT 

GRIEF DESTROYS PATIENCE 
AN? KNOWLEDGE. 


CONSOLEV BY KAUSALYA’S WORPS, THE KING FELL ASLEEP 
WAKING AGAIN AT MIPNIGHT - 


WE REAP THE 
FRUIT OF OUR OWN 
DEEDS, WHETHER GOOV 
OR EVIL! THIS SORROW |S 
THE RESULT OF ASIN I 
COMMITTED IN MY YOUTH, 
WHICH I REGRET 
DEEPLY. 


THIS HAPPENED BEFORE YOU AND 
I WERE MARRIED, KAUSALYA. I WAS 
STILL THE YUVARAIA ANV VERY 
PROUD OF MY ABILITY TO SHOOT 
A HIDDEN ANIMAL, JUST BY 
HEARING ITS SOUND. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


IT WAS THE RAINY SEASON. 
EAGER TO HUNT, I DROVE TO THE 
RIVER. 
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WHO HAS SHOT ME, A HARMLESS 
RISHI? WHO WILL LOOK AFTER MY 
FATHER AND MOTHER WHEN 


"I STAGGEREV TO THE PLACE FROM WHERE THE 
VOICE HAP COME.” 7 


I AM GONE? 


WHAT WRONG DID I 70 TO GO AND TELL THEM 


YOU, O KING? MY BLIND OLD 
PARENTS ARE WAITING FOR 
ME, WEAK AND THIRSTY. 


WHAT HAS HAPPENED ANV 
SEEK FORGIVENESS BEFORE 
HE CURSES YOU. BUT FIRST, 
REMOVE THIS ARROW WHICH 

TORMENTS ME. 


WITH THE ARROW 
IN HIS BODY, HE 
WILL SUFFER, BUT HE MAY 
SURVIVE. IF IT REMOVE THE 
ARROW, HE WILL 
SURELY VIE. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AH! I AM 
REACHING THE END 
OF MY LIFE. 


‘AFTER SOME TIME, I FILLE THE PITCHER WITH WATER ANV SET OFF ALONG THE FATH TO THE ASHRAM. F 
| : es a 
I HEAR 
HIS FOOTSTEPS. BRING 
THE WATER, DEAR SON. YOUR 
MOTHER WAS WORRIED. 


DASHARATHA, 
AND I HAVE 
COMMITTED A 
GREAT SIN.... 


I TOLD THEM 
ABOUT THEIR SON’S 
PAINFUL DEATH 
THROUGH MY 
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PLEASE TELL 
ME WHAT TO 
DO, O HOLY 
ONE. HAV YOU NOT 
= CONFESSED YOUR GIN, 
O KING, YOUR HEAD 


WOULD HAVE SPLIT ——— a 
INTO A THOUSAND YOU AND YOUR RACE SURVIVE 


PIECES. ce ONLY BECAUSE YOU HAVE DONE THIS \ 
oc THROUGH IGNORANCE. OUR SON IS NOW A 
SUBJECT OF DHARMARATA*. TAKE US TO 


THE PLACE WHERE WE WILL TOUCH HIM_ 4 


FOR THE LAST TIME. 


WHY ARE YOU 
LYING ON THE GROUND, 
DEAR SON? WHO WILL FEED 


US AND CONSOLE US NOW? STAY, 
MY SON, VO NOT GO TO YAMA 
YET. TOMORROW WE SHALL 
ALL GO TOGETHER. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THROUGH SERVICE TO 
YOU BOTH, I HAVE REACHED 
HEAVEN. THE TWO OF YOU 
WILL JOIN ME SOON. 


OM SHANTI 
SHANTI 
SHANTIHI.... 74 


LIKE US, YOU TOO 
WILL MEET YOUR 
END SUFFERING 
THROUGH 
SEPARATION FROM 
YOUR SON 


THE RISHI ANY HIS WIFE © 
ENTERED THE SAME FIRE 

AND ROSE TO HEAVEN. 
THE RESULT OF THAT SIN 
HAS NOW OVERTAKEN ME. 
\, SEPARATED FROM MY 
TA BELOVED RAMA, I AM 
~ DYING OF GRIEF 


THE MESSENGERS 

OF YAMA ARE URGING ME. 
BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO WILL )*4 
SEE RAMA AGAIN. AH, KAUSALYA, 
ALL MY SENSES ARE 
FAILING! 


110 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


' ALAS! I HAVE BEEN 

SATISFIED, th | DEPRIVED OF BOTH MY SON 
O CRUEL i, AND MY HUSBAND! I WILL 
KAIKEYI! ‘ SURELY DIE TODAY. 


& ith 


M oo SSS ses 


DASHARATHA’S BOVY WAS IMMERSEV IN A TROUGH OF OIL ACCORVING TO THE RITHALS. 
THE PALACE WAS IN MOURNING... & Paes, Nn | 7 
| ae 
- 


FY HOW SHALL 

WE LIVE WITHOUT ) if 

OUR HUSBAND OR ji 
? 


LIFE AND DEATH OF A KING 


THE FAMILY PRIEST, 
VASISHTHA, MUST THE GREAT RISHIS 
DECIDE WHAT IS TO ]7 MARKANDEYA, MAUDGALYA,\ | 


BE DONE NOW. 4 VAMATEVA, KASHYAPA, 
KATYAYANA, GAUTAMA ANI 
JABALI HAVE COME TO 
SPEAK TO HIM. 
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THE KING IS IN HEAVEN, 
HAVING VIED OF GRIEF RAMA 
AND LAKSHMANA ARE IN 
EXILE, WHILE BHARATA AND 
SHATRUGHNA ARE IN KEKEYA. 
WE MUST DECIDE THE BEST 
COURSE OF ACTION FOR THE 
KINGDOM. 


INA LAND 
WITHOUT A KING, 
THUNDERCLOUDS DO 
NOT BRING RAIN. 


FIELDS AND 
GARDENS ARE 
NOT PLANTED. 


A LAN? WITHOUT A 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


CHILDREN 
VO NOT 
OBEY THEIR 
PARENTS. 


THERE AREN 
NO HUSBANDS 
AND WIVES. 
NO PERSONAL 
PROPERTY 
15 SAFE. 


KING IS LIKE A RIVER 
WITHOUT WATER OR COWS 
WITHOUT A KEEPER. O WISE 

a VASISHTHA, YOU MUST CROWN 
BONE OF DASHARATHA’S SONS J, 


= 


WE MUST 
BRING BACK 
BHARATA. THERE |S 
NO ALTERNATIVE. 


IMMEDIATELY. 


RIDE SWIFTLY TO 
RAJAGRIHA* AND BRING BACK 
BHARATA. TELL HIM ALL IS WELL, BUT THE 
FAMILY PRIEST ANV COUNSELLORS WISH 
HIM TO RETURN IMMETIATELY AS THERE 
I5 SOME VERY URGENT BUSINESS 
AWAITING HIM. 


*THE CAPITAL OF KEKEYA; ALSO CALLEV GIRIVRATA 
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FESTIVALS 
ARE NOT 
CELEBRATED 
WITH JOY. 


LIFE AND DEATH OF A KING 


GALLOPING WESTWARV FROM AYOPHYA, THE MESSENGERS CROSSEV THE GANGA AT 
HASTINAPUR. THEY PASSED KURU JANGALA AND PANCHALA, THE RIVERS IKSHUMATI, VIFASA* 
AN? MANY OTHERS, LAKES, HOLY TREES ANV VILLAGES. AT LAST THEY CAME TO THE BAHLIKA 
KINGVOM, WHERE THEY SAW THE FOOTPRINTS OF LORV VISHNU, BIG WELLS WITH STAIRS, 
LIONS, TIGERS ANP ELEPHANTS. THOUGH THE HORSES WERE EXHAUSTED, THEY CONTINHEV 
ALONG THE BROAV HIGHWAY ANP AT LAST ENTEREP THE TOWN OF RAJAGRIHA BY NIGHT 


Kekeya 


Bahlika 


*NOW KNOWN AS THE BEAS 


115 


K 


URMILAr=LAKSHMANA  SHATRUGHANASSHRUTAKIRIT 


STTAS FAMILY TREE 


HRASWAROMA «2 UNKNOWN 


LIFE AND DEATH OF A KING 


ALL THIS TIME, KAIKEYI’S SON BHARATA, ALONG WITH HIS BROTHER SHATRUGH- |p 
NA, HAV BEEN ON A VISIT TO HIS GRANPFATHER, THE KING OF KEKEYA. HE KNEW 
NOTHING OF THE RECENT EVENTS AT AYOPHYA BUT WAS STRANGELY LINEASY 


WHY DON’T 
YOU JOIN IN OUR FUN, 
FRIEND? TELL ME 
WHAT IS WRONG. 


IN MY DREAM, THE OCEAN WAS DRY 
AND THE MOON HAV FALLEN. MY FATHER 
WAS DRIVING SOUTHWARDS IN A 
DONKEY CART. 


I HAV A VERY BAV DREAM LAST 
NIGHT. MY FATHER, LOOKING VERY SAD, 
WAS FALLING FROM A MOUNTAIN PEAK 

INTO A DIRTY POOL OF COW DUNG. 
HIS HAIR WAS ALL DISHEVELLED 
AND HE WAS EATING COOKED 
RICE WITH TIL®. 


I CANNOT SHAKE 
OFF THE GREAT FEAR 
FROM MY HEART THAT 

I SHALL NEVER SEE 
HIM AGAIN. 


K5ESAME SEEDS 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


KING ASHWAFAT! ANP’ HIS SON, CROWN 


PRINCE YUPDHAIIT, RECEIVED THE 
MESSENGERS WITH HONOUR. WELCOME! 
WHAT IS THE 
BRING THEM nee ee 
FOOD AND DRINK. \ __ pp AYOVHYAS 
THEY MUST BE 
VERY TIRED. 


: MN 
AN \ 
i. “i 
P IS MY FATHER DOING WELL? 
HOW ARE RAMA AND LAKSHMANA? | 


ARE KAUSALYA AND SUMITRA FREE 
FROM AILMENT? HOW IS MY OWN 
MOTHER; KAIKEYI? 


VASISHTHA WISHES YOU TO 
RETURN QUICKLY ON AN 
URGENT MATTER. 


O KING, PLEASE 
GRANT ME LEAVE 
TO RETURN TO MY 
FATHER. 


KAIKEYI IS BLESSED TO 
HAVE SUCH A NOBLE SON! 
CONVEY MY GREETINGS TO 
YOUR MOTHER AND FATHER, 

TO VASISHTHA, AND TO 
| YOUR BROTHERS. 


LIFE AND DEATH OF A KING 


BHARATA’S GRANDFATHER ANZ LINCLE SHOWERED HIM WITH GIFTS. [ MY TRUSTED | 
alas MINISTERS, ALONG WITH 


SOLDIERS AND ATTENDANTS 
WILL ESCORT YOU AND 
SHATRUGHNA TO 
AYODHYA. 


BHARATA TRAVELLEV FOR A WEEK, FOLLOWING A DIFFERENT 
ROUTE FROM THAT TAKEN BY THE MESSENGERS. HE 
CROSSED MANY RIVERS, INCLUVING 

THE SHATADRU*, SARASWATI ANZ 

GANGA; AN? MANY KINGVOMS, 

FORESTS ANV GARVENS. 


¥NOW SUTLET 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AT LAST, EARLY ONE MORNING, HE BEHELV AYOPHYA. 


THE CITY 
APPEARS 
DESERTED AND 
SILENT. 


AYODHYA IS USUALLY CROWVED WITH --TOVAY THERE ARE 
LEARNED MEN ANU RISHIS PERFORMING NO CARRIAGES, 
SACRIFICES. THE GARVENS ARE FULL OF ELEPHANTS OR 

JOYOUS PEOPLE, ANV THE STREETS 

LOUD WITH CHATTER... DRUMS, VEENAS, DEER 
AND BIRDS. ILL OMENS 
ARE EVERYWHERE. MY 

HEART IS SINKING, O 


BHARATA ENTEREV 
AYOVHYA THROUGH THE 
WESTERN GATE, KNOWN 
AS VAITAYANTA. 


VICTORY! 
VICTORY! 
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HE HURRIEV TO HIS FATHER’S | 
APARTMENTS. = Ye ; 


> 
at WHY HAVE I 

EY BEEN BROUGHT BACK \ 

IN A HURRY WITHOUT 
| | BEING GIVEN ANY REASON? 
EVERYTHING AROUND ME 
POINTS TO SOME 

EVIL EVENT. 


WHAT HAS | ; 


HAPPENED? WHERE 


HAS EVERYONE 


UNABLE TO FIN HIS FATHER, BHARATA 
WENT TO HIS MOTHER’S APARTMENTS. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


KAIKEYI WAS VELIGHTEDV 


TO SEE HIM. 


IT IS SEVEN NIGHTS SINCE I LEFT KEKEYA. 
THEY ARE ALL WELL. KING ASHWAPATI GAVE 
ME MANY GIFTS. AS THE MESSENGERS ASKED 
ME TO HURRY, I CAME AHEAD. NOW PLEASE AI 
ANSWER MY QUESTIONS, MOTHER. 


YOUR GLORIOUS 
FATHER, THE NOBLE KING, 
HAS MET THE FATE THAT 

ALL CREATED BEINGS 
MUST MEET. 


HOW MANY NIGHTS DIV YOU 
SPEND ON THE JOURNEY? 
_ ARE YOU NOT TIRED? 
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= 
ARE YOUR 

GRANDFATHER 

AND UNCLE 


THE PEOPLE SEEM UNHAPPY. THIS GOLVEN 
COUCH, ON WHICH MY FATHER USED TO 
SPEND MUCH OF HIS TIME, IS UNOCCUPIED. I 
AM LONGING TO SEE HIM AND CLASP HIS 
FEET. IS HE IN KAUSALYA’S 
APARTMENTS? 


ALAS! 
I AM 
DESTROYED! 


RISE, O KING! 

WHY ARE YOU LYING ON 
THE GROUND? VIRTUOUS 
SOULS LIKE YOU SHOULD 

NOT GRIEVE. 


OF WHAT DISEASE 
VID THE KING DIE, 
MOTHER? HOW FORTUNATE 
15 RAMA, WHO WAS WITH HIM 
AT THE END. RAMA IS NOW 
MY FATHER AS WELL AS MY 
BROTHER AND FRIEND. 


LIFE AND DEATH OF A KING 


MY FATHER USED TO ILLUMINE THE 
PALACE LIKE THE FULL MOON. WHERE 
15 MY FATHER’S GENTLE HAND, WHICH 

WOULD WIPE ME WHEN HE FOUND 

ME SOILED WITH DUST? 


WHEN I SET OUT ON MY JOURNEY, I 
THOUGHT THAT MY FATHER MUST HAVE 


INSTALL RAMA AS YUVARAIA. MY HEART 
IS SHATTERED TO KNOW THAT I CAN 
NEVER AGAIN SEE MY FATHER! 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SURELY RAMA DOES NOT KNOW THAT I AM HOME, OR 
HE WOULD HAVE COME AND HUGGED ME. TELL HIM I 
AM HERE. I SHALL CLASP HIS FEET SINCE HE IS 
MY MASTER NOW. WHAT WERE THE KING’S 
LAST WORDS, MOTHER? 


P THAT WISE MONARCH, BOUND 

BY THE LAWS OF KAALA*, DEPARTED FROM 
THIS WORLD CRYING: ‘O RAMA, O SITA, O 
LAKSHMANA! FORTUNATE ARE THOSE WHO 


WILL SEE THEM RETURN!’ 


BUT WHERE 
HAVE THEY ALL 
GONE?! 


CLAV IN TREE BARK, THE PRINCE |% IN RAMA DIV NOT SEIZE ANYONE’S PROPERTY, KILL 
EXILE IN THE GREAT FOREST OF ANYONE, OR EVEN LOOK AT ANOTHER MAN’S WIFE. 
DANVAKA. ITA AND LAKGHMANA THE MOMENT I HEARD OF HIS INSTALLATION, MY 

WENT WITH HIM. 5ON, I ASKED YOUR FATHER TO BESTOW THE 
THRONE ON YOU, ANV BANISH RAMA. 


BUT WHY? 
RAMA COULD 
NEVER HAVE DONE 
ANYTHING WRONG! 
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j TRUE TO HIS PROMISE, YOUR FATHER VID AS I ASKED. 
BUT THE NOBLE KING WAS UNABLE TO BEAR THE GRIEF 
OF THE SEPARATION, ANV SOON MET HIS END. I HAVE 
DONE ALL THIS JUST FOR YOU. NOW YOU ONLY HAVE 
TO ACCEPT THE THRONE! 


DO NOT GIVE WAY TO SORROW 
AND ANGUISH. TAKE COURAGE! 
FOR THIS PEACEFUL KINGVOM IS 
DEPENVENT ON YOU. PERFORM 
THE FUNERAL RITES OF THE KING 
AND THEN GET YOURSELF 
INSTALLED AS THE RULER OF 
THE GLOBE! 


WHAT USE 
I5 A KINGDOM 


O CRUEL WOMAN, BY 
CAUSING THE KING’S 
DEATH AND EXILING THE 
NOBLE RAMA, YOU HAVE 
DESTROYED THE JOY 
OF THIS FAMILY! 


f/ WITHOUT RAMA, I COULD NEVER BEAR 
THE WEIGHT OF THIS KINGVOM, ANY MORE 
THAN A CALF COULD CARRY THE LOAV BORNE 
BY A GIANT BULL. EVEN MY FATHER 
DEPENVED ON RAMA. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


YOU HAVE NOT UNDERSTOOD MY DEVOTION RAMA AND HIS MOTHER KAUSALYA HAVE ALWAYS 
TO RAMA. HOW DID THIS EVIL IDEA ENTER TREATED YOU WITH AFFECTION. HOW COULD YOU 
YOUR MIND, O DAUGHTER OF KING DEPRIVE KAUSALYA OF HER ONLY SON? EVEN 
ASHWAPATI? SURABHI*, THE DIVINE COW WITH INNUMERABLE, 
I CHILDREN, WEPT TO SEE TWO OF HER * 
50NS ILLTREATED. 


THROUGH YOUR GREED, I HAVE LOST MY FATHER 
AND BROTHERS, ANV AM HATED BY THE WORLD. 
YOU WILL NEVER ACHIEVE YOUR EVIL DESIRE. I 
SHALL BRING RAMA BACK TO AYOVHYA AND 
RETIRE TO THE FOREST MYSELF 


} Pr I NEVER WANTED THE THRONE, NOR 
y VID I EVER DISCUSS THIS WITH MY MOTHER. 
I WAS IN A DISTANT COUNTRY AND DID NOT 
EVEN KNOW OF THE KING’S PLAN 
TO INSTALL RAMA. 


OF INPRA ANV SURAGHI 126 


LIFE AND DEATH OF A KING 


IN KAUSALYA’S AFARTMENT - DIV NOT KNOW 


THAT RAMA HAD 7 | 
BEEN BANISHED! 


THAT IS 
BHARATA’S VOICE! 


THE SON OF 
CRUEL KAIKEYI 
HAS 
RETURNED! 


I MUST SEE 
THAT FAR-SIGHTED 
BHARATA. 


ENJOY THIS KINGVOM THAT YOU DESIRED. IT HAS 
COME TO YOU EFFORTLESSLY. ALAS, KAIKEY] HAS 
SECURED IT BY A CRUEL VEED! BUT WHY 

DID SHE HAVE TO SEND MY SON 
INTO THE FOREST? 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
NOW YOU O NOBLE LADY, VO NOT 
SHOULD REPROACH ME! CURSED BE HE 
TAKE ME TO WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
THE FOREST BANISHMENT OF MY VIRTUOUS 
WHERE RAMA . ELDER BROTHER. 


LET HIM BE THE 
SLAVE OF THE VILEST 
SCOUNDRELS! 
MAY HE REAP THE 
PUNISHMENT OF ONE 
WHO KICKS A SLEEPING 
ANIMAL, ILL-TREATS HIS 
FAITHFUL SERVANT, OR 
EATS WITHOUT OFFERING 
FOOD TO THE GODS, 
HIS ANCESTORS, WIFE, 
NV MAY HE REAP THE PUNISHMENT OF ONE WHO \ CHILDREN ANV 
HARMS A GOOD KING, A WOMAN, A CHILD OR AN SERVANTS! 
AGED PERSON, NURTURES HIS FAMILY BY SELLING 
LIQUOR, FLESH OR POISON, CHEATS HIS FRIENDS, 


BREAKS A PROMISE, OR POLLUTES OVERCOME WITH EMOTION, BHARATA COLLAPSEP. 
DRINKING WATER! ; =, 


MAY THAT 
MERCILESS FOOL NEVER 
KNOW THE SACRED TRUTHS! 
MAY HE DIE WITHOUT CHILDREN, 
UNGRATEFUL, SHAMELESS 
AND HATED BY ALL! 


ME! FORTUNATELY, YOU HAVE | 
NOT LEFT THE PATH OF 
Y GOODNESS. 


128 


LIFE AND DEATH OF A KING 


aN =6VERY EARTH HAVE LOST 
THEIR PROTECTOR! 


)' a, i 
BV i 
i a 
PLACING DASHARATHA’S MORTAL REMAINS ON A BIER, 
THE SERVANTS BORE HIM TO THE CREMATION GROUNE. 
| F F 
aa 4 


— 
wii 
¢ | 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ON THE TWELFTH VAY, BHARATA GAVE 
AWAY ABLUNVANT GOLZ, JEWELLERY; FOOV 
GRAINS, A LARGE HERV OF WHITE GOATS, 
MANY COWS, CHARIOTS ANP MANSIONS. 


VASISHTHA ANP SHUMANTRA COMFORTEV THE 
BROTHERS. = 


- - ALL LIVING BEINGS 
: a . = ie HAVE TO FACE THE THREE 
O DEAR FATHER, : — PAIRS OF OPPOSITES - BIRTH AND 
WHERE HAVE YOU : ; DEATH, PAIN AND PLEASURE, : 
GONE, LEAVING US ALL Pr a GAIN AND LOSS. LEARN 
DESOLATE? “_ Ly TO ACCEPT 

" a THESE REALITIES. 
TAKE HEART AND 


YOU WERE 
50 KIND TO US. HOW 
SHALL WE LIVE 
WITHOUT YOU? 


BHARATA’S SA LVE 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


BHARATA ANT SHATRUGHNA HAD COMPLETED ALL THE FUNERAL RITES FOR THEIR FATHER. es 


WHAT A SHAME THAT OUR 
FATHER, RAMA ANY LAKSHMANA 
- ALL VALIANT HEROES - WERE 

OVERCOME BV... 


HERE |S THAT CRUEL 
WRETCH WHO BROUGHT ABOUT 
YOUR FATHER’S DEATH AND RAMA’S 
EXILE! DEAL WITH HER AS YOU 
PLEASE. 


a 


IT WAS MANTHARA, 
KAIKEYI’S SERVANT, WHO 
HAV FOISONEV KAIKEY1’S 
MIN AGAINST RAMA. 


/ REAP THE FRUIT 
OF HER CRUEL 
DEED NOW! 
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BHARATA'S RESOLVE 


ON HEARING THE COMMOTION, 
KAIKEY! ENTERED THE ROOM. 
| 
' STOP HIM, 


I WAS EQUALLY 


ANGRY WITH KAIKEYI. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


US WITHOUT A RULER. HIS ELDEST 
SON; RAMA, IS IN THE FOREST WITH 
LAKSHMANA. YOU ARE BLAMELESS IN 


THESE EVENTS. YOU MUST BE OUR 
RULER NOW, ILLUSTRIOUS 


BHARATA'S RESOLVE 


YOU KNOW THAT THE ELDEST IN OUR FAMILY ALWAYS I WILL BRING HIM 
INHERITS THE THRONE. I SHALL GO TO THE FOREST BACK WITH HONOUR. RAMA SHALL 


WITH ALL THESE SACRED ARTICLES, MEET | RULE AYODHYA, AND I WILL LIVE IN 
RAMA AND CONSECRATE HIM THERE. i | THE FOREST FOR FOURTEEN YEARS. 


GET A ROAD BUILT TO THE FOREST 
AND PREPARE A LARGE ARMY TO 
ACCOMPANY ME. 


a Th 


LET PADMA, THE 
GODDESS OF FORTUNE, 

BE WITH YOU, WHO SEEK TO Sd di 
RESTORE THE KINGZOM TO YOUR \= 

ELDER BROTHER! WE SHALL | 

SEND THE BEST ENGINEERS 

AND GUARDS TO PREPARE 
THE WAY. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ENGINEERS, GUARDS, WATER DIVINERS, WELL-VIGGERS, a 
ARCHITECTS, LABOURERS ANP CARPENTERS, TREE CUTTERS, —— — 
COOKS, MASONS, CANE WORKERS, LEATHER CRAFTSMEN : 

AND GUIDES SET FORTH JOYFULLY WITH THEIR TOOLS TO 

PREPARE THE WAY. 


fhe 


Ee) [rev Pianrev trees 
| IN BARREN AREAS. 
ee ICT 


ee i alee oo 


REMOVING STUMPS ANP ROCKS. k + - ANP LEVELLEV THE LANZ : 7 ; 
S00N, THE HIGHWAY BEGAN TO TAKE SHAPE. fF a _ 


er. ¥ 


a 
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THERE |S SOME 
URGENT BUSINESS TO BE 
DISCUSSED. CALL ALL THE 
BRAHMANAS, KSHATRIYAS, MINISTERS, 
TROOP COMMANVERS, BHARATA 
AND SHATRUGHNA, AND ALL 
: BHARATA’S FRIENDS. 


KING DASHARATHA HAS B 
PROSPEROUS LAND TO YOU, MY CHILD, AND RAMA 
ACCEPTED HIS COMMAND. ALLOW THE MINISTERS TO CROWN }? 
YOu, ANV ACCEPT THE TRIBUTES OF THE RULERS TO 
THE NORTH, SOUTH, EAST AND WEST. 


RZ at <2 & Nase 


HOW CAN I i. I SHALL TRY ALL MEANS TO BRING HIM 
LSURP RAMA'S KINGDOM, BACK FROM THE FOREST, AND IF I 
: PO NOT SUCCEED, I SHALL REMAIN 


| BELONG TO HIM? HE IS THE ELDEST, Ua pulcleieg haba aaa 


SUMANTRA. LET US PREPARE 
WORTHIEST AND MOST VIRTUOUS 
AMONG US. I SALUTE RAMA. FOR THE JOURNEY. 
I SHALL FOLLOW 
HIM ALONE. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


| 


a; yb 
sha) Wher 
in 2p 


= a 


AND THE QUEENS. “a 27 WHEN SHALL Se 
| ee mmf ( WE SEE Rama, |! : 
“i, a / WHO VISPELS |} 


na y 
} a! 

..FOLLOWEV BY BHAFATA, 

SHATRUGHNA... | 


ae CAMP HERE. I 
sit ee WISH TO OFFER WATER 
— F TO MY FATHER’S SOUL 
FOR HIS FLUITURE 
HAPPINESS. TOMORROW 
WE SHALL CROSS = fs 
THIS SEA-BOLIND 


BHARATA'S RESOLVE 


H THIS ARMY : 

SEEMS ENDLESS AS THE 
OCEAN. I SEE A KOVIDARA 
TREE ON THE FLAG... IT MUST 
> BE BHARATA HIMSELF 


IF BHARATA’S 
INTENTIONS ARE EVIL, 
HE WILL KILL US, FOR 
WE ARE LOYAL TO RAMA. 
THEN HE WILL SECURE 
THE KINGVOM BY KILLING 
RAMA. LET ME TALK TO 


AND SOLDIERS, PREPARED TO 
DEFEND RAMA. WE WILL ALLOW THE 
ARMY TO CROSS THE GANGA ONLY / 
IF BHARATA IS FRIENDLY \ 


THIS IS GUHA, A CLOSE FRIEND 
OF RAMA’S. HE IS VERY FAMILIAR WITH THE \ 
DANDAKA FOREST AND WILL SURELY KNOW WHERE _/ 
RAMA AND LAKSHMANA ARE. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THIS FOREST O FRIEND “I 
IS BUT A PLEASURE GROVE OF MY ELVER 


ATTACHED TO YOUR PALACE, BROTHER, YOU THE aie oure 
MIGHTY PRINCE! PLEASE SPEND bevaealans ely TO BHARADWAIA’S | 
THE NIGHT HERE. pegilecnhl ASHRAM? THIS 


HOSPITALITY TO FOREST LOOKS 


THIS LARGE ; IMPENETRABLE! | 
aN ! = 
alallhg a ee, c 


THIS GREAT ARMY 
OF YOURS MAKES ME 
FEAR FOR THAT VALIANT 
PRINCE. 


YOU NEED 

NOT WORRY. 
RAMA IS MY ELDER 

BROTHER, AND I 
REGARV HIM AS A 
FATHER. I HAVE COME 

TO TAKE HIM HOME. 
THIS IS THE TRUTH, 


EQUAL TO YOU! SURELY YOU WILL 
ACHIEVE LASTING FAME IN 
THE WORLD! 


BHARATA'S RESOLVE 


AT LAST - 


NIGHT FELL ANP THE ARMY RETIREV TO 
SLEEP ANXIETY ABOUT FAMA WEIGHEV 
HEAVILY ON BHARATA’S MINZ 


O GUHA, TELL ME 
EVERYTHING. WHERE VID RAMA 
AND SITA SLEEP? WHAT DID 
THEY EAT? 


ALL THREE 
FASTED THAT NIGHT. 
RAMA AND SITA SLEPT \ 
AT THE FOOT OF THIS 
INGUDI TREE ON THIS 
VERY BED OF 
GRASS. 


LAKSHMANA VID NOT 
SLEEP FULL OF SORROW agour 
THE INJUSTICE DONE TO RAMA, HE KEPT 
: WATCH WITH ME ALL NIGHT. THEY LEFT IN 
— THE MORNING, WITH MATTED HAIR, ARMED, 
F i WITH BOWS, ARROWS AND SWORDS, y 


HERE |S THE 
SPOT WHERE THAT : 
GLORIOUS PRINCE AND THE F 
DELICATE PRINCESS 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


FROM TOPDAY, I SHALL LIE 4 
ON THE GROUND, EAT FRUIT ANV ROOTS, 
AND WEAR BARK. ALONG WITH SHATRUGHNA, 
I SHALL TAKE OVER RAMA’S EXILE. RAMA WILL 
RETURN TO AYODHYA WITH LAKSHMANA AND 
RULE THE KINGVOM. MAY THE GODS 
FULFIL MY DESIRE! 


SURELY DESTINY 
IS ALL-POWERFUL! I CANNOT BELIEVE 
THAT THE GLORIOUS RAMA AND SITA ARE 
LIVING IN A FOREST. ALAS, IT IS ALL 
FOR MY SAKE! 


NEXT MORNING - #* 


HOW CAN YOU 
SLEEP 5O LATE, 
SHATRUGHNA? 


I WAS NOT 
ASLEEP - I WAS 
AWAKE AND THINKING 
OF RAMA. 


WE DID, O KING. 
LET THE FISHERMEN 
NOW FERRY US 
ACROSS THE 
GANGA. 
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BHARATA'S RESOLVE 


THEN THEY SET OFF ACROSS THE RIVER. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AFTER CROSSING THE GANGA, THE ARMY BEGAN TO MARCH THROUGH THE BEAUTIFUL FOREST TOWARVS PRAYAG. 
aL ee = =e rl 


My ASHRAM OF THE GREAT RISHI 
BHARADWAZA. LET THE ARMY CAMP JE 
HERE, WHILE WE GO 
AND MEET HIM. 


THERE |S THE Ne Jee \ ath 


& 


THIS IS SUCH A 
PEACEFUL PLACE. 


7 ay f 


=. z 


i i] = fo aay po 
Pan. SN [= | [ee 
an. seal on AFTER MAKING ENQUIRIES ABOUT EACH OTHER’S 
hn ae WELFARE - Gp 


VASISHTHA! I AM 
HONOURED BY YOUR VISIT! 
AND THIS MUST BE A SON 


7 YOU MUST BE BUSY RULING RAMA’S 
{ KINGVOM, WHICH HAS COME TO YOU 
EASILY. WHAT IS YOUR MOTIVE IN 
COMING TO THIS PLACE? MY 
MIN? IS FULL OF DOUBT. 4 


OF DASHARATHA. 


BHARATA'S RESOLVE 


I HOPE YOU 
INTEND NO HARM TO 
RAMA, WHO HAS RETIRED 
TO THE FOREST FOR 
FOURTEEN YEARS TO 
UPHOLD HIS FATHER’S 
WORD. 


rl 


I CANNOT EVEN 
THINK OF HARMING RAMA. I AM 
VERY UNHAPPY ABOUT MY MOTHER’S PLEASE BELIEVE 
ACTIONS IN MY ABSENCE. I HAVE ME, AND TELL ME HIS 
COME TO BOW DOWN AT RAMA’S WHEREABOUTS. 
FEET ANV TAKE HIM BACK 
TO AYODHYA. 


STAY HERE 
TONIGHT, AN 
TOMORROW YOU CAN 
MEET YOUR BROTHER, 
WHO |S AT CHITRAKOOT. 
YOU MUST ALLOW ME 
TO ENTERTAIN YOUR 
ARMY AS WELL. 


—_— 


~ IF HOLY 
PEOPLE LIKE YOU 
HAVE SUCH AN 
OPINION OF ME, 
I AM RUINED 
INDEED! 


I KNEW YOUR 
MIND, BUT WISHED TO 
STRENGTHEN YOUR RESOLVE. 
YOU ARE A WORTHY 
DESCENDANT OF 


YOU HAVE 
ALREADY BEEN VERY 
HOSPITABLE TO US, 
HOLY ONE! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


YOU ARE EASILY 
SATISFIED BECAUSE OF ONE SHOULD NOT : 
YOUR AFFECTIONATE DISTURB THE PEACE OF 
NATURE! BUT I REALLY AN ASHRAM. THE HORSES 
WANT TO FEED YOUR AND ELEPHANTS WOULD 
ARMY. WHY VID YOU DESTROY THE TREES AND 
LEAVE THEM BEHIND HUTS, AND FOUL 
WHEN YOU CAME? THE WATERS. 


a, 


et 


“i " 4 q Lr J 1 . i 
a si BUT BHARADWATA INSISTELZ ANP’ AT 
I] LAST BHARATA SENT FOR HIS ARMY 


I INVOKE THE DIVINE 
CARPENTER VISHWAKARMA AND 
THE GUARDIANS OF THE FOUR 
QUARTERS OF THE WORLD*. I WISH 
TO PROVIDE HOSPITALITY. LET 
EVERYTHING BE ARRANGED. 


LET THE RIVERS OF 
THE WORLD FLOW TO MY 
ASHRAM, CARRYING COOL JUICES 
AND WINE. LET THE GANVHARVAS AND 
APSARAS SING AND DANCE. LET KUBERA’S 
BEAUTIFUL GARDEN APPEAR HERE, AND 
LET THE BLESSED MOON GOV 
PROVIDE FLOWERS AND 
DELICIOUS FOOD. 


BHARATA'S RESOLVE 

AS DEVAS, GANVHARVAGS... AND APSARAS 
i fh ie FILLEV THE ASHKAM... 

= eye 


| A MAGNIFICENT PALACE APPEARED. | Re) ..WHERE THE ARMY WAS ENTERTAINED ROYALLY. 
ry Z > oF hn av, rf 
Jf ff ’ : “a a 


| AS DAWN BROKE, 
| EVERYTHING 


IN THE FALACE, BHARATA SAT ON A MINISTER'S 
CHAIR LEAVING THE THRONE EMPTY FOR KAMA. 
ar VIGAPPEAREL. 


if a Te | 
i 
| a ta ¥ 

it af 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


JEWEL AMONG THREE AND 


i SAGES, PLEASE TELL A HALF YOJANAS 
O SINLESS ONE, ie ME THE WAY TO FROM HERE, IN A 
DID YOU AND YOUR ARMY i‘ RAMA'S ASHRAM. LONELY FOREST, STANDS 
SPEND THE NIGHT HAPPILY IN i THE LOVELY MOUNTAIN 
OUR ASHRAM? CHITRAKOOT. 


MOST HAPPILY, 


SIR. RICHLY SUPPLIED WITH THE RIVER MANVAKINI 
FOOD AND DRINK AND J FLOWS ALONG ITS 
EXCELLENT HOUSES, WE ARE \ aa NORTHERN FLANK, 
RELIEVED OF OUR FATIGUE i : z 
AND DISCOMFORT. 


YOUR BROTHER’S 
HUT IS NEAR THAT HILL AND THE 
RIVER. TAKE YOUR MIGHTY ARMY BY 
THE SOUTHERN ROUTE. THERE, YOU 
WILL SEE RAMA. 


TELL ME ABOUT 


YOUR MOTHERS, 
O RAGHAVA! THIS GOD-LIKE QUEEN 


15 KAUSALYA, MY FATHER’S 
SENIOR-MOST QUEEN. 
SHE IS RAMA’S MOTHER. 
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BHARATA'S RESOLVE 


HERE |S THE CELEBRATED SUMITRA, THE MIDDLE QUEEN, STRICKEN WITH AGONY. LAKSHMANA 
AND SHATRUGHNA ARE HER SONS. AND THIS IS KAIKEYI, MY MOTHER - NOBLE IN 
APPEARANCE, BUT VAIN, GREEDY AND CRUEL - WHO HAS BROUGHT SUCH 
SORROW TO OUR FAMILY. 


DO NOT BLAME YOUR J 
MOTHER, BHARATA, FOR RAMA’S 
BANISGHMENT WILL ULTIMATELY RESULT 


IN THE GOOV OF THE UNIVERSE. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


I THINK WE a THERE |S CHITRAKOOT HILL. 
HAVE REACHED THE PLACE ee ee 4/ THIS SILENT FOREST NOW LOOKS AS 
THAT RIGHI BHARAVWAIJA ' - | Pea CROWDED AS AYODHYA. LET THE TROOPS 
SPOKE ABOUT. ] - ADVANCE QUIETLY AND LOOK FOR 


RAMA AND LAKSHMANA. 


“ THERE MUST 
BE SOME HUMAN Yea 
HABITATION THERE, Jag 


BE ALERT AND . 
WAIT HERE. I SHALL 
GO MYSELF, WITH 
SHATRUGHNA, SUMANTRA 

AND VASISHTHA. ° 


BHARATA'S RESOLVE 


MEANWHILE, ON CHITRAKOOT - 


LOOK AT THE FLOCKS OF 
BIRDS AND VEER, SITA! ON THIS 
DELIGHTFUL HILL WITH ITS SCENTED 
BREEZE, I VO NOT GRIEVE ABOUT 
MY BANISHMENT OR SEPARATION 
FROM MY FAMILY. 


MY FOREFAT! 
WHO WERE RAJARSHI5*, 
DECLARED THAT LIVING IN A FOREST 
IS SWEET AND PURIFYING. BY SPENDING 
MY EXILE WITH YOU AND LAKSHMANA, 
LEAVING A GOOD, DISCIPLINED LIFE, I 
SHALL INCREASE THE VIRTUES 
OF MY RACE. 


- I FEEL HAPPY 
7 THAT I HAVE DONE MY DUTY 
TO MY FATHER AND ALSO MAVE 
BHARATA HAPPY. VO YOU FEEL 
. HAPPY TOO? 


SEE THE BEAUTIFUL — ; os ; THINK OF 
MANDAKINI! SWANS, CRANES, DEER AND Pe d THIS MOLINTAIN AS 
: S— ELEPHANTS ARE ENJOYING THEMSELVES, ANU Pe 


na i RISHIS ARE BATHING IN ITS HOLY WATERS. See 


THE FOREST DWELLERS 
COME, MY BELOVED - LET US TAKE AS THE CITIZENS, AND 


A DIP IN THE RIVER! tage THIS RIVER AS THE , 
SARAYU! 


¥*ROYAL SAGES 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ONE DAY SOON AFTER - |) "=n = 
iF fede 


i mrt 


| The forests that Rama passed through were full of animals and birds. Here 


are some of the flora and fauna he would have seen during his journey. 


Scarlet Minivet 


bey) = 


[Deodartiee ) 


| 
* | 


fiz | 


. 
2 


i 


i 
=| Spotted Civet F 


Great Hombill { 
1 | W 


i f 

| Otter 

pan 

Purple Frog [iia 4 | 

| Paros t | Sal Tree | 
'- ?— a4 

| - ‘ S| 


BHARATA'S RESOLVE 


WHAT IS THAT 
THUNDEROUS ROAR? IS 
THERE A HUNTER OR SOME 
NEW PREDATOR IN THE 
FOREST, FRIGHTENING THE 
ANIMALS? FIN? OUT WHAT 
I5 HAPPENING, 
LAKSHMANA. 


(AX \"\ 
as 


A LARGE ARMY ey 
15 COMING THIS WAY. 
EXTINGUISH THE FIRE, 
HIDE SITA AND GET YOUR 
BOW AND ARROWS 
READY. 


| ARMY DOES 
IT LOOK 


I SEE A FLAG ON A CHARIOT, S 
DEPICTING A KOVIDARA TREE. IT MUST BE BHARATA! 
HAVING BEEN INSTALLED AS YUVARAZA, KAIKEYI’S SON 
I5 PLANNING TO KILL US 50 THAT HE CAN BE THE 


UNDISPUTED RULER OF AYODHYA. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


PREPARE TO ~ 
CONQUER THE 
KOVIDARA ENSIGN, 
BROTHER! I SHALL BE 
GLAD TO MEET BHARATA, 
THE CAUSE OF ALL THIS 
SUFFERING. COMING 
HERE AS AN ENEMY, 
HE DESERVES TO BE 
\ KILLED; AS VO 

KAIKEY| AND ALL 
\ HER FRIENDS. 


y AFTER \ 
PROMISING MY \ 
FATHER TO GIVE UP 
THE KINGVOM, WHAT 
GOOV CAN I HOPE 
FOR BY KILLING 
BHARATA? I VO NOT 
WANT EVEN THE 
WORLD AT THE COST 
OF MY BROTHER’S 
HAPPINESS. 


DEAR AFFECTIONATE BHARATA HEARV OF OUR 
EXILE, HE WAS OVERWHELMED WITH GRIEF AND 
ANGER AT MOTHER KAIKEYI. HE MUST HAVE GOT 

OUR FATHER’S CONSENT TO COME AND 
OFFER THE THRONE TO ME. 
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I SHALL VDRENCH 
THE FOREST OF 
CHITRAKOOT WITH BLOOD! 
THEN YOU SHALL RULE 
AYODHYA, WHICH IS 

RIGHTFULLY YOURS. <| 


y CAN I 
/ KILL MY OWN \ 
BROTHER, WHO F 


HAS COME 
HERE, recive ag 


BHARATA'S RESOLVE 


BHARATA 
WOULD NEVER WISH 
US ANY HARM. HOW \ 7 
CAN A MAN KILL HIS SPEAK ANY HARSH 

BROTHER, O SOUMITRA? : ¥ 
I CANNOT UNDERSTAND I SHALL TAKE IT AS A 
WHY YOU MISTRUST -— PERSONAL INSULT. I 

HIM LIKE THIS. 7 SHALL TELL BHARATA 
i | TO HAN OVER THE 
KINGVOM TO YOU. AND 
HE WILL CERTAINLY 
OBEY ME! 


YES, FATHER HAS SURELY 


COME TO TAKE US BACK HOME. THERE IS - 
SHATRUNIAYA, HIS OLD ELEPHANT, ROCKING 
ABOUT AT THE HEAD OF THE ARMY. BUT I VO 
NOT SEE HIS WHITE UMBRELLA... 

THAT WORRIES ME. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AFTER THE ARMY WAS ENCAMPED - 


i 
a as 
Dike THE FOREST QUICKLY, GENTLE BROTHER, WITH 


= THE HELP OF THE ARMY, GUHA AND THE NISHADAS. 
+ i, I WILL GO ROUND THE FOREST ON FOOT, WITH 
#2 PD ministers, CITIZENS, PRIESTS ANV BRAHMANAS. 


LAKSHMANA 

AND SITA ARE 
FORTUNATE TO BE WITH 
THE LOTUS-EYED RAMA. 
| | I SHALL HAVE NO PEACE 

UNTIL I SEE HIM INSTALLED, 
| ON THE ANCESTRAL 
THRONE. 


SUMANTRA. OUR MOTHERS CAN 
FOLLOW WITH VASISHTHA. 


BHARATA'S RESOLVE 


IN THE DARK. HERE I SHALL FIND 


4 : = MY BROTHER RAMA. 
a. teak a = ri ff in i 
tail A q , ‘| | | q } 


yg 
f £ 5 


f 


a BECAUSE OF ME, Ne@ 
| RAMA HAD TO GIVE UP 
EVERYTHING AND 
LIVE IN THIS LONELY 
~ PLACE! 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HERE IS M - 
HEROIC BROTHER, . 
WHO DESERVES TO BE 
IN A PALACE, SITTING AMONG RII 
WILD ANIMALS! RAMA, WHO WAS fh ‘i are 
ALWAYS DRESSED IN EXQUISITE [pu tuthlas sc 
CLOTHES, AVORNED WITH SANDAL 
PASTE AND FLOWERS, IS NOW 
WITH MATTED LOCKS AND 
COVERED WITH DUST! 


BHARATA)) ele 


OH, NOBLE 
ONE! 


OH, 
SHATRUGHNA! 


BHARATA'S RESOLVE 


HAVE YOU LEFT 
OUR FATHER 
ALONE? 
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WHO WILL BE 
KING? 


WHO WILL BE KING? 


~ WHERE I5 
FATHER, DEAR 
CHILD? WHY HAVE 
YOU COME TO THE 
FOREST? 


I AM HAPPY 
TO SEE YOU BUT YOU 
ARE HARV TO RECOGNISE! 

I HOPE YOU ARE SERVING OUR 
FATHER WELL. IS THAT NOBLE 
KING IN GOOD HEALTH? ARE 

KAUSALYA, SUMITRA AND 
KAIKEYI HAPPY? 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


DVO YOU TREAT THE PRIESTS WITH 


RAMA PLIEP ; 
papas HONOUR? I HOPE YOU HAVE COUNSELLORS | | 


WITH 
QUESTIONS. 


7 VO YOUR SPIES 
KEEP WATCH ON YOUR 
ENEMIES? VO YOU PROTECT 
THE WOMEN? I HOPE YOU 
ARE JUST ANV CHARITABLE 
TO THE VESERVING, DEAR 
BROTHER. VO YOU PRESERVE 
THE FORESTS WHERE 
ELEPHANTS LIVE? 


WHO ARE COURAGEOUS, LEARNED AND 
TRUSTWORTHY. VO YOU DISTRIBUTE 
SALARY ANV PROVISIONS TO THE 
SERVANTS IN GOOV TIME? 


BUT WHY HAVE 
YOU COME HERE, CLAV IN 
THESE CLOTHES ANV WITH 
MATTED HAIR? YOU VO NOT 
LOOK LIKE A KING. EXPLAIN 
EVERYTHING TO ME 


7 WHY TALK TOME N 
ABOUT THE DUTIES 
OF A KING? WHEN THE 


A YOUNGER BROTHER CAN 
NEVER BE KING. PLEASE 
RETURN TO AYOVHYA AND 
RULE OVER THE e 
KINGDOM! 


WHO WILL BE KING? 


MY MOTHER HAS 
COMMITTED A GREAT 
SIN. TAKE PITY ON ME AND 
SAVE MY REPUTATION. VO 
NOT DISAPPOINT ALL THE 
PEOPLE WHO ADORE YOU. 
YOU ALONE ARE FIT TO 
RULE AYODHYA. 


HOW CAN I BREAK AN 
SACRED VOW FOR THE 
SAKE OF A KINGDOM? YOU 
ARE ABSOLUTELY BLAMELESS; 
NOR SHOULD YOU BLAME 
YOUR MOTHER. ELVERS HAVE 
THE FREEVOM TO ACT AS 
THEY THINK FIT. 


OUR FATHER 
THE KING HAD ORDERED THAT YOU SHOULD 
EVERY RIGHT TO SEND BE KING OF AYODHYA AND I 


ME TO THE FOREST, OR TO SHOULD LIVE IN THE DANDAKA 
INSTALL ME ON THE THRONE. FOREST FOR FOURTEEN YEARS. 
OUR MOTHER ALSO DESERVES EACH OF US SHOULD TAKE JOY 

THE SAME RESPECT. HOW IN THE SHARE ALLOTTED 

CAN I REFUSE TO OBEY TO US. 
THEIR COMMAND? 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


OH RAMA! AFTER YOU LEFT 
FOR THE FOREST WITH 
THE KING ALMOST AS A LAKSHMANA AND SITA, OUR 
\ GOD BUT, AS A YOUNGER MIGHTY FATHER WAS 
BROTHER, I CAN NEVER ras HEARTBROKEN. 


THE NEWS OF HIS FATHER’S VEATH ar 5 


HIT RAMA LIKE A THUNVPERGOLT. | 


‘ na 
BEFORE I | ae 
COULD RETURN r GET UP O TIGER 


pega AMONG MEN, AND OFFER 
WATER TO THE SOUL OF OUR 
HEAVEN. FATHER WHO DIED GRIEVING 
FOR YOU. SHATRUGHNA AND 
I HAVE ALREADY 
DONE 50. 
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WHO WILL BE KING? 


WITH FATHER GONE, I CAN’T BEAR 
aoe ; TO RETURN TO AYOVDHYA EVEN WHEN MY 
ALAS! WHAT GOOD : EXILE HAS ENDED. WHO WILL INSTRUCT 
WAS I TO DASHARATHA? ME AND SPEAK KINDLY TO ME NOW? 
I WAS NOT THERE EVEN |] O SITA, O LAKSHMANA, FATHER: ; 
TO CREMATE HIM. IS NO MORE! 


- 


—_ = 


OH RAMA, VO “Ne 
NOT GRIEVE. COME \ 
AND OFFER WATER i 


TO FATHER. 


LAKSHMANA, BRING 
THE CRUSHED PULP OF 
INGUDI* FRUITS TO OFFER J 
TO FATHER. 


#AYURVEDIC MEVICINAL SHRUG OR TREE 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


DEAR FATHER, LET 

THIS CLEAR WATER 

ALWAYS SERVE YOU 
IN PITRALOKA*! 


THE GODS 
SHARE WHATEVER 
FOOD A MAN EATS. ENJOY 
THIS FRUIT, GREAT 
MONARCH! 


A 


edi THE BROTHERS CLUNG TO EACH OTHER ANV CRIEV PITEOUSLY- 


¥*THE WORLP OF OUR ANCESTORS 


WHO WILL BE KING? 
FAR AWAY, BHARATA’S ARMY HEARV THE SOUNV OF THEIR GRIEF 


I THINK IT IS 
{ THE CRY OF THE 


MOURNING. 


“i BHARATA MUST 
HAVE FOUND 


_ (COME QUICKLY! 
7 PRINCE RAMA HAS 
BEEN FOUND! 


Sie V 


di 


tl ALAS! WHY 
my PPA HAVE YOU LEFT US, 
RAM 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THIS IS THE PLACE \ ~O SUMITRA, 
WHERE THOSE POOR |} sate HERE DOES YOUR 
CHILDREN BATHE. E NOBLE SON FETCH 
ee | J WATER, NEVER TIREV 
OF SERVING HIS 
BROTHER. MAY HE BE 


; SEE THIS OFFERING 
/ MADE BY RAMA FOR HIS FATHER! 
HOW CAN THAT GREAT KING EAT 
INGUDI FRUIT? IT HURTS 
ME TO SEE THIS! 


GODS SHARE WHATEVER \ 
FOOV A MAN EATS. 


DON’T CRY! 


OH SITA, THE FIRE 
OF GRIEF BURNS MY 
HEART WHEN I SEE 
YOUR FACE, LIKE THE 
MOON HIDVEN BY 

CLOUDS! 


O RULER OF 
THE EARTH! LIKE A DAM 
BROKEN BY A MIGHTY FLOOD, 
AYODHYA IS DEFENCELESS 
WITHOUT YOU. 


O RAMA, A 
I VO NOT HAVE YOUR MIGHTY TREE MUST 


CAPABILITY. A DONKEY CANNOT BEAR FRUIT, OTHERWISE 
COPY THE WALK OF A HORSE, NOR A THE YEARS OF CARING ARE 
COMMON BIRD THE FLIGHT OF GARUDA. MY WASTED. LET THE ELEPHANTS 
MOTHER HAS BEEN PACIFIED. I, NOW TRUMPET YOUR RETURN TO 


RETURN THE KINGDOM TO YOU. AYOVHYA, ANV THE PEOPLE 
REJOICE TO SEE YOU 


ENTHRONED. 


A MAN’S LIFE IS 
DRIVEN BY DESTINY. WE 
ARE LIKE DRIFTWOOD IN THE 
OCEAN - BROUGHT TOGETHER AND 
SEPARATED AFTER A SHORT 
TIME. DEATH WALKS WITH 
US AND ALL LIFE ENDS 
IN DEATH. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


— + Lee ..BUT HONOUR AND 
KNOWING THAT LIFE I5 ~\ fe V osey HIM CHEERFULLY 


“SHORT, WE MUST PURSUE THAT \ ae FOLLOWING HIS COMMAND, 
WHICH IS GOOD. OUR FATHER HAS YOU MUST RETURN TO THE 


SURELY ATTAINED BRAHMALOKA* BY 
DOING HIS DUTY AS A KING. WE a rae elegy © RAGHAVA, YOU 
SHOULD NOT GRIEVE FOR a ARE INDIFFERENT 
OUR NOBLE FATHER... > TO SORROW AND 
JOY ALIKE... 


YOU ARE TRUE 
TO YOUR PROMISE, VIRTUOUS 
AND WISE! BE GRACIOUS TO ME! HOW 
CAN I BENEFIT FROM MY MOTHER’S 
SINFUL DEED? 


OUT OF INFATUATION 


OR FEAR, OUR FATHER 
ACTED WRONGLY. IT IS YOUR 
DUTY AS A SON TO SET RIGHT 

OUR FATHER’S SIN. TAKE 
PITY ON US! 


ATHE HIGHEST HEAVEN 
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WHO WILL BE KING? 


: WHEN OUR FATHER MARRIED YOUR (a rs 
| MOTHER, HE PROMISED YOUR GRANDFATHER | Heusen 
THAT KAIKEYI’S SON WOULD INHERIT THE apie TRUTHFUL KING, 
KINGDOM. LATER, SHE SAVED HIS _f\ i uid \ 
LIFE ON THE BATTLEFIELD. 


HE WAS BOUND 
BY HIS PLEDGED 


A WISE KING CALLED 
GAYA SAID THAT A SON IS 
CALLED ‘PUTRA’ BECAUSE HE 
DELIVERS HIS FATHER FROM THE 
HELL NAMED ‘PUT’. WE, THE FOUR 
5ONS OF DASHARATHA, MUST STAND 
BY OUR FATHER’S PROMISE AND 


RETURN TO AYODHYA \ 
CHEERFULLY UNDER THE COOL, 
WHITE UMBRELLA AND RULE THE 
PEOPLE. I SHALL SEEK THE SHAVE \ 
OF THE FOREST TREES AND BE THE | | 
KING OF THE ANIMALS. LET WISE 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


JABALI, A SENIOR 
PRIEST, TRIEV TO 
PERSUAVE RAMA. 


WE ARE BORN ALONE, ANV DIE ALONE. 
NO MAN IS RELATED TO ANOTHER. 
MOTHER, FATHER, HOME AND WEALTH ARE 
BUT TEMPORARY COMPANIONS ON ONE’S 
JOURNEY. ONLY MADMEN GET ATTACHED 
TO OTHERS. DASHARATHA WAS 
YOUR FATHER... 


BUT YOU OWE 
HIM NOTHING, AND TO 
GIVE UP THE KINGDOM 15 
FOOLISH. THE KING IS GONE AS 
ALL LIVING BEINGS MUST GO. I 
PITY THOSE WHO GRIEVE, AND 
THOSE WHO TRY TO HELP THE 
SOUL OF ONE WHO HAS DIED 
AND ACCUMULATE VIRTUE 
THROUGH RITUALS. 


AND ENJOY 
THE DELIGHTS OF 
THE KINGDOM! 


YOUR ADVICE, LIKE 
UNWHOLESOME FOOD, HAS 
THE FALSE APPEARANCE OF 

GOODNESS. IF I, AS A KING, 
LIVE ONLY TO PLEASE MYSELF, 
THE PEOPLE WILL FOLLOW MY 
EXAMPLE. THE WORLD WILL 
BECOME VISORVERLY, 
DISHONEST AND CRUEL. 


THE DEAD 
CANNOT ENJOY THEIR 
OFFERINGS. RITUALS ARE 
INVENTED TO MAKE PEOPLE 
GIVE GENEROUSLY. TRUST ONLY 
YOUR SENSES, WISE PRINCE. 
THEN YOU WILL KNOW THE 
TRUTH - THERE IS NOTHING 


BEYOND THIS WORLV. SO 
RETURN TO AYODHYA... 


WHO WILL BE KING? 


TRUTHFULNESS 
WITHOUT CRUELTY IS 
THE ETERNAL WAY OF LIFE 
PRESCRIBED FOR KINGS. TRUTH 
IS THE SOUL OF THE WORLD. IT 
IS THE HIGHEST VIRTUE AND 
THE FOUNDATION OF ALL 
OTHER VIRTUES. TRUTH 
IS GOD. 


WISE MEN PRAISE 
TRUTHFULNESS, COURAGE, 
COMPASSION AND WORSHIP 
OF THE GODS. MY FATHER MAVE 
A GREAT MISTAKE IN CHOOSING 
YOU, JABALI, A BRAHMIN WHO 
SPREAVS WRONG IVEAS 
AMONG THE PEOPLE. 


HE SPOKE AS HE 


KNOWING : 
THIS, HOW CAN 
I VIOLATE MY FATHER’S 
PLEDGE? I PROPOSE TO 
LEAD A VIRTUOUS LIFE IN 
THE FOREST, WITH A PURE 
MIND ANV BODY. I VO NOT 
WISH TO FULFIL MY DUTIES 
AS A KSHATRIYA BASED 
ON A FALSEHOOD. 


DVO NOT JUDGE 
JABALI TOO HARSHLY, O 
RAMA. HE KNOWS WHERE THE 
SOUL COMES FROM, AND 
WHERE IT GOES. 


DIV ONLY TO PERSUADE 
YOU TO RETURN TO AYODHYA. 
NOW I SHALL TELL YOU 
ABOUT THE CREATION 


OF THE WORLD. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


IN THE BEGINNING, 
THERE WAS ONLY WATER. 
\ THE EARTH WAS EVOLVED 
IN WATER. 


“THEN FROM THE SKY APPEAREV BRAHMA - 
SELF-BORN, ETERNAL ANV IMPERISHABLE. 
THE OTHER GOVS ALSO APPEAREL 


“BRAHMA, TAKING THE FORM OF 
THE BOAR, VARAHA, LIFTEV THE 
| EARTH OUT 


WHO WILL BE KING? 


WITH THE HELP OF HIS 
PURE-MINVED SONS, 


“FROM BRAHMA CAME FORTH MARICHI, ANV FROM 


BRAHMA CREATED THE ph MARICHI CAME KASHYAFA. VIVASWAAN, THE SUN GOL, 
. ¥ 


WHOLE UNIVERSE. 


MANL’S SON WAS 
IKSHVAKU, THE FIRST RULER OF 
AYODHYA, TO WHOM THIS PROSPEROUS 
EARTH WAS ENTRUSTED FOR THE FIRST 
TIME BY MANU. YOUR FATHER, DASHARATHA, 
AND HIS FATHER, AJA, WERE DIRECT 
DESCENVENTS OF IKSHVAKUH. 


WAS THE SON OF KASHYAPA AND THE FATHER OF MANU.” | 


AMONG THE IKSHVAKUS, a 
THE ELDEST SON ALWAYS BECOMES \_ = 
THE RULER. FOLLOW THE TIME- 
HONOURED TRAVITION ANV ACCEPT 
WHAT IS YOURS! VO YOUR DUTY BY 
YOUR MOTHER, BROTHERS, KINSMEN / i 
AND SUBJECTS. ] 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


I SHALL LIE HERE IN FRONT 
I WAS YOUR OF YOUR HUT, WITHOUT FOOD 
FATHER’S GURU, OR DRINK, UNTIL YOU RETURN / 
AS WELL AS YOURS. TO AYODHYA. 
YOU CANNOT GO ] 
WRONG IF YOU 
OBEY ME. 


—_ 

IT IS NOT EASY 
TO REPAY OUR PARENTS \ ' ea BHARATA, SUCH 
FOR ALL THEY HAVE DONE \ : 7” =| BEHAVIOUR IS NOT 
FOR US. CARRYING OUT “a J APPROPRIATE FOR 
MY FATHER’S COMMAND ed A KSHATRIYA. 


CAN NEVER BE WRONG [aft] | {SS 


WHY DO YOU 
{ NOT PLEAD WITH 
\ MY BROTHER? / 


WE KNOW YOU ARE RIGHT. 

BUT WE CANNOT PERSUAVE 

RAMA, WHO IS VEVOTED TO 
HIS FATHER’S COMMAND. 


LISTEN TO THE 
WOR?S OF OUR 
FRIENDS, O RAGHAVA, | 45 
AND GIVE UP THIS 
TERRIBLE VOW! 


KINGSHIP AND I DON’T APPROVE 
OF RAMA’S EXILE. IF OUR FATHER’S 
BEHEST MUST BE CARRIED OUT, 
, x I MYSELF SHALL LIVE IN THE 
es) “TE RAMA RETURNS \ FOREST FOR FOURTEEN 
TO AYODHYA, WHO |! 


WILL FIGHT , 
RAVANA? 


WHO WILL BE KING? 


FATHER’S WORD WILL BE 
FALSIFIED IF I SEND A SUBSTITUTE. 
KAIKEYI’S DEMAND AND OUR FATHER’S 
ACT WERE REASONABLE. RETURN AND RULE | 
OVER AYODHYA, NOBLE PRINCE. I SHALL 
RETURN AFTER FOURTEEN YEARS 
AND RULE WITH YOU. 


O NOBLE PRINCE, 
DASHARATHA HAS ASCENVED 
TO HEAVEN BECAUSE HE KEPT 

HIS PROMISE. IF YOU RESPECT 
YOUR FATHER, ACCEPT RAMA’S 
DECISION ANV FREE HIM 
FROM FALSEHOOD. 


OH RAMA, I 


OR PLEASE THE PEOPLE WITHOUT 
YOU. PLEASE GRANT MY PRAYER AS 
WELL AS THAT OF YOUR 
MOTHER! 


DEAR CHILD, WITH 
YOUR INBORN WISVOM AND THE MOON WILL 
LEARNING, ANV WITH THE HELP OF 4 LOSE ITS LIGHT, THE 
YOUR COUNSELLORS AND FRIENDS, 4 HIMALAYA MOUNTAINS THEIR 
YOU CAN VERY WELL PROTECT SNOW AND THE OCEAN WILL CROSS 
THE EARTH. THE SHORE, BEFORE I VISOBEY 
MY FATHER’S PLEDGE! 


WHETHER YOUR 
MOTHER ACTEV FROM 
GREED OR AFFECTION FOR 


YOU, DON’T BE ANGRY WITH HER. 


TAKE CARE OF HER. THIS IS 
A REQUEST FROM BOTH 
SITA AND ME. 


IF I VO NOT 
SEE YOU ON THE DAY 
AFTER THE FOURTEEN 
YEARS END, I SHALL 

ENTER THE FIRE. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


PLEASE STAND 
WITH YOUR FEET ON 
THESE SANDALS, NOBLE 
BROTHER. THESE WILL 
SURELY ENSURE THE 
PROSPERITY AND 
SAFETY OF THE 
WORLD. 


O RAGHUNANTPANA, 
ey I PLACE THE RESPONSIBILITY 
/ OF RULING AYODHYA ON THESE SANDALS. \ 
WEARING MATTED LOCKS AND TREE BARK, & 
\ AND EATING ONLY FRUITS AND ROOTS, 
I SHALL LIVE OUTSIDE THE CITY, 
AWAITING YOUR RETURN. 


WHO WILL BE KING? 


THEN BHARATA, ALONG WITH THE OTHERS, LEFT CHITRAKOOT. 
Teo 


t 


aa 
DID YOU SEE a 
RAMA, CHILD? AND HAVE \""gaig 
YOU ACCOMPLISHED YOUR J, 
PURPOSE? ri 


™ 
Ss 


=, 
Ne 


= WY THERE I5 
I sHararwasa's 
: ASHRAM! 


we OH: IS DETERMINED 
; TO UPHOLD OUR FATHER’S WORD. 
mf ON THE ADVICE OF THE WISE VASISHTHA, 
HE GIFTED THESE BLESSED SANDALS TO 
ME FOR CARRYING ON THE RULE OF 


© Arora ON HIS BEHALF 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


. THE CITY NO LONGER Fa. 
SPORTS ITS SCENT OF FLOWERS Le 

AND SANDALWOOD, THE RICH MUSIC, 

THE VELIGHTFUL NEIGHING OF HORSES, 
THE TRUMPETING OF EXCITED ELEPHANTS, 
LOOK, O CHARIOTEER, } THE ATTRACTIVE YOUNG MEN ON a 
HOW VESOLATE IS THE STREETS AND THE 
AYODHYA! FESTIVE AIR. 


OH, WHEN / 


WILL MY BROTHER \y 
RETURN, BRINGING JOY 
TO AYODHYA LIKE A 
RAIN CLOUD IN 
SUMMER? _ 


oa L 
I TAKE Leave nel 


7 OF YOU ALL HERE. I AM 
NOW GOING TO NANVIGRAMA. YOUR VEVOTION 
I SHALL STAY THERE UNTIL TO YOUR BROTHER IS 
RAMA RETURNS TO TAKE - UNPARALLELED, O BHARATA! 
CARE OF THE WHO ELSE COULD FOLLOW 
; SUCH A NOBLE PATH? 
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WHO WILL BE KING? 


. ane ! ’ 
Wee ets 


AT NANVIGRAMA - |f HOLD THE ROYAL UMBRELLA OVER THESE 
SANDALS. I CONSIDER THEM TO BE THE TRUST HAS BEEN 


FEET OF MY ELVER BROTHER. BY THESE COMMITTED TO MY CHARGE | z 
\ SANDALS WILL RIGHTEOUSNESS BE BY MY BROTHER. I SHALL KEEP Fee 
ESTABLISHED IN THE KINGVOM. THE TRUST UNTIL HE RETURNS, “a 


AND RESTORE THESE SANDALS [i 
| x TO RAMA’S FEET. ONLY THEN 
31 - ea | SHALL I SHED THE GUILT ia 
vr et ee NL 1 
; =e é fa 


F - a 


FROM THAT VAY ONWARPS, BHARATA RULEV AYOVPHYA 
AS RAMA’S REGENT, SUBMITTING EVERY AFFAIR OF 
THE STATE ANV EVERY GIFT TO THE SACREV SANVALS 
BEFORE DEALING WITH IT IN THE PROPER WAY 


—— ‘ge 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AFTER BHARATA HAV LEFT, RAMA, LAKSGHMANA ANY SITA 
CONTINHEP TO LIVE IN THE FOREST OF CHITRAKOOT. 


—— 


VENERABLE SIR, I HOPE 
WE HAVE NOT UNKNOWINGLY 
OFFENVED THE RISHIS 
IN SOME WAY. 


NO, DEAR CHILD! 
HOW IS THAT POSSIBLE? 
THE RISHIS ARE WORRIED 
BECAUSE YOUR PRESENCE 
HERE INCREASES THE 
DANGER FROM THE 
RAKSHASAS. 


THERE IS A POWERFUL, 
MAN-EATING RAKSHASA CALLED 
KHARA, THE YOUNGER BROTHER OF 
RAVANA. HE HAS DRIVEN AWAY ALL 
THE RISHIS FROM JANASTHANA. 
HE WILL NOT ENDURE YOUR 
PRESENCE HERE! 
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WHO WILL BE KING? 
AS THIS PLACE HAS 


BECOME DANGEROUS, WE 
ARE MOVING TO RISHI ASHWA’S 
ASHRAM. YOU MAY COME WITH US 
IF YOU LIKE. IT WOULD NOT BE 
SAFE TO STAY ON HERE WITH 
YOUR WIFE. 


——=" 
EVER SINCE YOU 

CAME HERE, THE RAKSHASAS 
HAVE BEEN TORMENTING US. THEY 
APPEAR IN ALL KINDS OF FRIGHTFUL 
FORMS, POLLUTE OUR SACRIFICES, 
PUT OUT THE FIRES ANV SMASH 
THE WATER POTS. 


RAMA VECIVEP NOT TO MOVE. BUT AFTER THE RISHIS| | anv 50, THEY SET OFF, LEAVING E- 
HAP LEFT - CHITRAKOOT BEHINV THEM. 40ON - & 


THIS HAS BECOME “SS = 4 THIS MUST BE 
AN IMPURE PLACE. AND . Q r , : THE ASHRAM OF RISHI 
IT IS FULL OF SAV MEMORIES \ aad | j : 
OF BHARATA, MY MOTHERS ANT /i- 
THE PEOPLE OF AYODHYA. 
LET US ALSO MOVE 
FROM HERE. 


WELCOME, MY 
CHILDREN! 
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THIS IS MY WIFE, 
. THE FAMOUS ANASUYA. EVER 
\w 


FREE FROM ANGER, SHE IS LIKE 
A MOTHER TO YOU. ONCE, WHEN THIS 
ORLD WAS STRICKEN BY DROUGHT FOR 
TEN YEARS, SHE CREATEV ROOTS AND | 
FRUITS ANV MAVE THE RIVER i | 
GANGA FLOW THROUGH A 
THIS REGION. 


“SHE HAS CARRIED 
OUT SEVERE TAPAS AND MANY 
SACRED VOWS. SHE EVEN HELPED THE 
GODS BY REMOVING OBSTACLES. 
SITA MAY GREET THIS : ne Pgh) 
CELEBRATED LADY. . 


| ANASUYA TOOK SITA ASIVE. 


iF if wT 
i if I AM HAPPY THAT 
Wo YOUR EYES ARE FIXED 


A WOMAN’S BEST 


BY HELPING HIM PERFORM 
GOOV DEEDS, YOU WILL 
SURELY ATTAIN FAME IN 
THIS WORLD, AS WELL 
AS IN HEAVEN. 


THAT YOU HAVE FOLLOWED RAMA 
IN HIS EXILE TO THE FOREST. 
IT IS GOOV FOR WOMEN TO 
SUPPORT THEIR HUSBANDS 
THROUGH FORTUNE AND 
MISFORTUNE. 
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WHO WILL BE KING? 


SAVITRI IS 
HONOURED IN HEAVEN FOR 
HER FAITHFULNESS TO HER 


HUSBAND, AND THE GODDESS 
ROHINI IS NEVER SEPARATED 


FROM HER HUSBAND, 


THE MOON. 


IS WORTHY OF MY DEVOTION. 
HE IS COMPASSIONATE, SELF 
CONTROLLED, VALIANT, CONSTANT 
IN HIS LOVE, ANV VEVOTED TO 
HIS PARENTS, AS WELL AS TO 
ALL THE OTHER QUEENS 

OF DASHARATHA! fi 


YOU HAVE 
ALREADY MADE 


ME HAPPY! 
GARLAND, DRESS, 


JEWELLERY, AND 


WILL BEAUTIFY 
YOUR BOTY. 
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NOBLE LADY, YOUR 
WORDS HAVE RENEWED 
THE TEACHINGS OF MY 
MOTHER AND MOTHER- 

IN-LAW! 


OH SITA! I AM DELIGHTED 
BY YOUR ANSWER! TELL ME 
WHATEVER YOU WISH, AND I 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE STORY HAS 
REACHED MY EARS, O SITA, 
ABOUT HOW THE ILLUSTRIOUS 


PRINCE RAMA WON YOUR HANY IN 
A SWAYAMVARA. I LONG TO HEAR 


JANAKA IS A 
JUST ANV HEROIC 
HATRIYA, ANV THE KING 
OF MITHILA. THEY SAY HE 
WAS PLOUGHING A PLOT 


WHEN I APPEARED OUT Ze 
OF THE EARTH... 


tis 


I WAS BROUGHT UP 

WITH MOTHERLY AFFECTION 

BY JANAKA’S SENIOR QUEEN, A 
VIRTUOUS LADY. BUT AS I GREW 
UR MY FATHER WORRIED ABOUT 

MY MARRIAGE. HE COULD NOT 
THINK OF A SUITABLE HUSBAND /T [i 

FOR ME, AS I WAS NOT BORN, 


SHE WILL BE 
MY DAUGHTER! 


LET IT BE 40, \ 
O PROTECTOR 


WHO WILL BE KING? 


“LONG AGO, THE GOP'S HAV PRESENTEV 
LORV SHIVA’S BOW TO ONE OF JANAKA’S 
ANCESTORS. THE VPIVINE BOW COULD 
NOT BE LIFTEV BY ANYONE. 


I SHALL GIVE 
SITA’S HAND TO 
THE MAN WHO CAN 
LIFT ANV STRING 
THE BOW! 


ARRANGE A 
SWAYAMVARA 


MY DAUGHTER 


‘TANAKA INVITEP ALL THE RULERS OF THE EARTH SHALL BE THE WIFE 
TO MITHILA. THEN HE MAVE AN ANNOUNCEMENT fy) OF THE MAN WHO CAN 
IN THE ASSEMBLY OF MONARCHS. "| LIFT UP THIS BOW AND 
rer STRING IT. THAT IS 1 


MY ASSURANCE! 


UDO 
\ oo 


—— a *f 


Swarr asec yA vere ae 
et er, ae 
NO ONE COULD 


EVEN LIFT THAT BOW, 
WHICH WAS AS HEAVY 


Fiza 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


KING DASHARATHA, RAMA AND 
LAKSHMANA. PLEASE SHOW THE 


CELESTIAL BOW TO RAMA. 


DREW IT AT FULL 
LENGTH TO FIX THE 
STRING, IT BROKE 

IN TWO WITH A 

NOISE LIKE 
THUNDER! 


/AT THE SAME TIME, MY FATHER DECIDED 
TO GIVE MY YOUNGER SISTER, THE 
VIRTUOUS AND BEAUTIFUL URMILA, TO 
LAKSHMANA. THAT IS THE STORY OF MY 
SWAYAMVARA. I REMAIN DEVOTED 
TO MY MOST VALIANT HUSBAND. 


- MY FATHER, WHO 

IS TRUE TO HIS PROMI4E, 
WAS READY TO GIVE ME TO 

RAMA AT ONCE BUT RAMA WANTED 

TO GET HIS FATHER’S CONSENT. KING 

DASHARATHA WAS INVITED, AND THE 
MARRIAGE WAS PERFORMED 

AFTER HE ARRIVED. 


THE STORY OF YOUR 
SWAYAMVARA, YOUR CLEAR VOICE 
AND SWEET WORDS ARE VELIGHTFUL! 
ADORN YOURSELF IN THE JEWELS 
AND DELIGHT ME FURTHER, 
DEAR CHILD! 


WHO WILL BE KING? 


THE SUN HAS 
SET AND THE BIRVS ARE 
ROOSTING. SMOKE IS RISING 
FROM THE SACRED FIRE, DARK BLUE 
=—=\LIKE A PIGEON’S NECK. GO TO RAMA fate 
< NOW, DEAR ONE. ALWAYS SERVE 5 
HIM VEVOTEDLY! 


WHEN SITA WAS DRESSED - 


K AFTER SPENVING THE NIGHT IN THE ASHRAM, 


WHEN RAMA SAW SITA AVORNEV WITH 
ANASUYA’S GIFTS ANP HEARV HER STORY THEY SET OFF IN THE MORNING, TAKING LEAVE 


7 | OF THE ASCETICS LIVING IN THE FOREST. 
= 
“a 


= 
WHAT A RARE ‘atu 
HONOUR ANASUYA \s 
HAS CONFERREVD 
ON YOU, SITA! 


j 
¥ 
ais 


THEY ALL GATHEREV 
AROUNP TO BLESS HIM. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THIS FOREST IS FULL OF 
BLOOD-SUCKING BEASTS OF PREY 
AND RAKSHASAS FEEVING UPON 
HUMAN FLESH AND APPEARING IN 
VARIOUS GUISES. PLEASE GET 
RIV OF THEM. 


THE FOREST IS VERY 
DENSE. FOLLOW THIS PATH, 
WHICH IS USED BY THE RISHIS 
WHEN GATHERING FRUIT. MAY 
YOU HAVE A SAFE JOURNEY, 

O RAGHAVA! 
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={ GLOSSARY. 


AGASTYA 211 A great sage ASAMANJA 219457 An ancestor of 
DASHARATHA who was exiled from 
AHIMSA feat Non-violence the kingdom 


AJA 33517 DASHARATHA’s father ASHRAMA 2134 Stage of life 
ASHWA 2794 A great rishi 


ASHWAPATI 2t2cufq Another name 


Ania for KEKEYA (1) 


ATRI 277 One of the Saptarshis and 
ANASUYA’S husband 


AYODHYA 2721 Capital of 
KOSALA 


BAHLIKA acta An ancient kingdom 
now the Balkh province of Afghanistan 


BHARADWAJ A ‘“isis1 A sage 
BHARATA *7 RAMA’s brother 
BHARHUT STUPA *Kee = A 
structure that existed in Madhya Pradesh 


in 2nd century BCE 


BRAHMA ae The Hindu god of BRAHMALOKA 341% The highest 
creation heaven 


ALARKA 31a An ancestor of 
DASHARATHA 


ANASUYA 277927 Sage ATRI’s wife 


ANATHAPINDIKA 3712fafeet A rich 
merchant of KOSALA 


APSARA 2tau Celestial dancers 


ARTHA 37% Wealth 


ARYABHATA 212122 Famous 
mathematician and astrologer 


hed 
2 
ia 


4 
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Gi 
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Chitrakoot 


BRAHMAN 341 The one 
Ultimate Reality according to 
Sanaatana Dharma 


BRAHMANA ae The scholar class 
in ancient India 


CHAITRA 77 The first month in the 
Hindu calendar that marks the beginning 
of spring 


CHITRAKOOT fare A beautiful hill 
near the river MANDAKINI 


CHITRARATHA faa A noble 
minister of RAMA 


DANDAKA <= A forest that lies near 
YAMUNA 


DASHARATHA cx King of 
AYODHYA. Father of RAMA. 


DHARMA ‘#4 Morality 


DHARMARAJ A ss Another name 
of YAMA 


GANDHARVA 7214 Celestial musicians 
GANGA A sacred river that rises in 
the Himalayas and flows into the Bay of 
Bengal 

GARUDA 1 The vehicle of VISHNU 
GAUTAMA 1c A great rishi 

GAYA TH A wise king 


GAYATRI MANTRA ‘at 47 A Vedic 
chant 


Ganga 


~*~ : % 
ae 
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TADIASAS ANCA 


GIRIVRAJ A fittast The capital of 
KEKEYA, also called RAJAGRIHA 


GOMTI tdi A river in northern India; 
a tributary of GANGA 


GUHA Fe The ruler of the 
NISHADA territory 


HASTINAPUR @&-Tgz A place that 
the messengers crossed on their way to 
KEKEYA’s kingdom 


HIMALAYA fer1@a A mountain range 
in nothern India 


IKSHUMATI e2Hct A river between 
AYODHYA and KEKEYA 


IKSHVAKU 3221& The earliest ancestor 
of the Suryavansha kings, the dynasty to 
which RAMA belonged, and after whom 
it is named 


INDRA <& King of gods 


INGUDI ==Ti Sacred fig tree 


JABALI staf A senior priest in 
AYODHYA 


JANAKA 3H@ King of MITHILA; 
father of SITA 


J ANASTHANA S721 A sacred place 
terrorised by KHARA 


KAALA 411 Time 
KAAMA 7 Desire 


KAIKEYI #21 DASHARATHA’s 
youngest wife; BHARATA’s mother 


KAJ AL #rsict Cosmetic used to 
decorate eyes 


KARMA #4 Natural justice 
KASHYAPA &2a7 Father of the devas 
and asuras and the husband of Diti and 


Aditi 


KAUSALYA #1a7a1 DASHARATHA’S 
chief queen; mother of RAMA 


KATYAYANA #1caa4 A great rishi 


KEKEYA #4 1. KAIKEY1’s father 2. 
The kingdom which he ruled 


Kovidara 


KHARA %& A powerful man-eating 
rakshasa, and the brother of RAVANA 


KIMSUKA feat A kind of 
fruit-bearing tree, also known as Palash 


KINNARA fez A celestial musician 


KOLKATA @icac The capital of West 
Bengal; earlier, Calcutta 


KOSALA #1571 A rich and prosperous 
territory, the capital of which was 
AYODHYA 


KOVIDARA @ifacr Also called 
Bauhinia, it is a tree with purple flowers 


KURUJUNGLE 2511 Forest 
between AYODHYA and KEKEYA 


KSHATRIYA 272 Class of people 
traditionally engaged in the military arts 


KUBERA 22% God of wealth 


KUSA 21 A kind of grass, also known 
as DARBHA 


LAKSHMANA a2 Brother of 
RAMA; son of SUMITRA 
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RASS 


Mandakini 


MAHARAJ A FerTst King 


MANDAKINI Faller A river in 
CHITRAKOOT 


MANTHARA 4201 KAIKEYI’s maid, 
who had come with her from KEKEYA 


(2) 


MANU 47 Progenitor of mankind; son 
of SURYA 


MARICHI 47 BRAHMA’s son and 
KASHYAPA’s father 


MARKANDEYA "#7Sa A great rishi 
MAUDGALYA “ict A great rishi 
MITHILA fafa Kingdom of JANAKA 
MOKSHA 42 Liberation of the soul 


MYTHILI 4faeit Princess of 
MITHILA; another name for SITA 


NAMO = A word used during prayer 
for salutations 


NANDIGRAMA =f-cr14_ A place where 
Bharata stayed awaiting the return of 
RAMA 


NARAYANA 4a Another name for 
VISHNU 


NISHADA fate The kingdom of GUHA 
PADMA eT The Goddess of fortune 


PANCHALA e1@ A place between 
AYODHYA and KEKEYA 


PARASHURAMA Tart An 
incarnation of VISHNU 


Sarabha 


PITRALOKA fides The world of our 


ancestors 


PRAYAG ar A place where 
YAMUNA meets GANGA 


PUSHYA JS A star 
PUT Jc A hell 
PUTRA J Son 


RAGHAVA wi The clan to which 
RAMA belonged 


RAGHU % An ancestor of RAMA 


RAGHUNANDANA 774 Another 
name for RAMA, meaning descendant of 
RAGHU 


RAJ AGRIHA we The capital of 
KEKEYA, also called GIRIVRAJA 


RAJ ARSHI @ii Royal sage 


RAMA 7 Prince of AYODHYA; son of 
KAUSALYA and DASHARATHA 


RAVANA watt The ten-headed king of 
Lanka 


ROHINI ufeit A goddess, wife of the 
moon 


SAGARA = An ancestor of 
DASHARATHA 


SANAATANA 41d The universal 
principles of Hinduism 


SARABHA 23" A deer with eight legs, 
more powerful than even a lion 


SARASWATI axzact A river between 
AYODHYA and KEKEYA 
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SARAYU 4&2 The kingdom of 
AYODHYA is situated on the banks of 
this river 


SHATADRU 2742 A river, now Satluj 


Surabhi 


SHATRUGHNA ==" Son of 
SUMITRA.; twin of LAKSHMANA 


SHATRUNJ AYA 24514 An elephant 
given to RAMA by his uncle 


SHIBI fet An ancestor of 
DASHARATHA 


SHIVA f8T4 One of the divine triumvate; 
the destroyer. 


SHYAMA vay An old banyan tree near 
river YAMUNA 


SIDDHARTHA fer A respected 
minister in DASHARATHA’s court 


SITA dict Princess of MITHILA and 
RAMA’s wife; also considered to be an 
avatar of Lakshmi 


SOUMITRA Ziftat Son of SUMITRA; 
another name for LAKSHMANA 


SRI #7 A respectful title 


SRINGAVERAPURA TTT A town 
near the banks of GANGA, now in Uttar 
Pradesh 


SUMANTRA 34 DASHARATHA’s 
minister and charioteer 


SUMITRA 4ftat DASHARATHA’s 
second queen; mother of the twins 
LAKSHMANA and SHATRUGHNA 


SURABHI 421 The divine wish-fulling 
cow and the mother of cattle 


SURYA =< Sun god 
SUYAJ NA 94x VASISHTHA’s son 


SWASTI VACHANA «facaraz 


Blessing at the beginning of a ceremony 


SWASTIKA <fta% Name of a boat that 
Guha brings for Bharata 


SWAYAMVARA ara A public 
function in which a princess chooses her 
husband from her suitors 


SYANDIKA ©f-cai The river along the 
southern boundary of KOSALA 


TAMASA ca A river in northern 
India; a tributary of GANGA 


TAPAS a= The practice of deep 
meditation and austerities to achieve 
spiritual power 


TIL fi@ Sesame seeds 


TILAKA faci A mark made on the 
forehead 


TIMIDHWAJ A fafteast A cunning and 


powerful rakshasa 


TRIJ ATA fis A poor Brahman in 
KOSALA 


URMILA 3ffer LAKSHMANA’s wife 
and SITA’s sister 


VAIJ AYANTA 237-7 The western gate 
of AYODHYA 


VALMIKI acttzt Author of the 
Ramayana 


Trijata 


CSS LS SS SE SS ESS SSS SS SS SS 
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Varaha 


VAMADEVA 4a A great rishi 
VARAHA ae: Form of a boar taken by 
BRAHMA to carry the earth out of the 
water 

VARNA = Profession 

VARUNA 4&7 Lord of all waters 


VASISHTHA afi Family priest in the 
court of DASHARATHA 


VATSA aca A kingdom in ancient India 


VEDA cI Ancient Indian texts 


VEDASHRUTI @e3fq An ancient Indian 


river 


VISHWAMITRA fazarfaa A revered 
sage. He was born King Kaushika. 


VIVASWAAN faazar The sun god 
YAMA 2 God of death and justice 


YAMUNA 2477 A river in northern 
India; the largest tributary of GANGA 


YUDDHAJIT gist Brother of 
KAIKEYI 


YUVARAJA Jars Young king, or heir 
to the throne 


VEENA @iuT A stringed musical Vivaswaan 


instrument 


VIDEHA fa2ar A country of which 
MITHILA is the capital 


VIPASA faareT A river now known as 
the Beas 


VISHALYAKARANI fasreaectt A 
kind of herb 


VISHNU fa™] The Preserver of the 
universe 


VISHWAKARMA fazaaat The 
archietect of the gods 


Next in the series 


The Ramayana — Aranya Kand 


Ten long years pass as Rama, Lakshmana and Sita travel the length and 
breadth of the Dandaka Forest, meeting sages and fighting the rakshasas who 
are troubling them. At the end of the tenth year they visit Rishi Agastya who 
gives Rama many divine missiles and weapons. He then advises them to go 
and make their home in Panchavati. 


On the way they meet Jatayu who tells them about his friendship with their 
father, King Dasharatha. On hearing that the king has passed away, Jatayu is 
heart-broken and vows bo protect them during their stay in the forest. 


In Panchavati, the three settle down to a peaceful life. But it is short-lived as 
they are spotted by the demoness Shurpanakha who, attracted to Rama and 
Lakshmana, tries to entice the brothers. When she is spurned by them she 
attacks Sita, provoking Lakshmana to cut off her nose and ears. 


Bleeding profusely and roaring with anger, Shurpanakha goes to her brother, 
the ten-headed asura king of Lanka, Ravana, for justice. There she describes the 
great beauty of Sita and encourages her brother to abduct her. Blinded by lust, 
Ravana goes to Chitrakoot and forces Maricha to help him deceive Rama and 
kidnap Sita. 


All these dramatic events, and the beginning of the search for Sita, make up 
the third book of Valmiki's Ramayana - Aranya Kand. 


Amar Ghitra Katha’s 
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THE RAMAYANA — AYODHYA KAND 


Ayodhya Kand is the second book of Valmiki’s Ramayana. It follows Bala Kand and tells 
the story of Rama’s exile from Ayodhya, and the overwhelming grief that grips, not just his 
family, but the whole city. 


In Ayodhya Kand, King Dasharatha joyfully announces his decision to install Rama as his 
heir. But his dreams come crashing down when his youngest wife Kaikeyi demands Rama’s 
exile and the installation of her son, Bharata, as the Yuvaraja. Dasharatha is faced with a 
terrible dilemma as he has earlier granted Kaikeyi two boons to which he is bound by his 
word. 


Determined to protect his father’s honour, Rama willingly accepts the harsh decision and 
prepares to leave. Sita and Lakshmana decide to accompany him. Even though the people 
condemn her for her cruelty and the broken-hearted king repeatedly appeals to her better 
sense, Kaikeyi does not revoke her harsh decision. Kausalya bids a tearful farewell to her son 
and daughter-in-law, even while Lakshmana’s mother, Sumitra, consoles her. 


The entire kingdom sinks into dark despair as the chariot carrying the three departs from the 
city. Unable to bear the loss, the people of Ayodhya refuse to leave their prince and follow 
him. Touched by their love and concerned for their welfare, Rama decides to quietly leave 
them sleeping on the banks of the River Tamasa and the three slip away with Sumantra, their 
charioteer. 
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